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Islamic bloc wins key Gaza election 

OCCUPIED GAZA CITY (R) — The Islamic bloc scored an emphatic 
victory in elections within the Arab Chartered Accountants Society, the 
largest Palestinian organisation in the Israeli-Occupied Gaza Strip. The 
Islamic bloc, made up of supporters of Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
organisation, won seven of the nine seats on the society's board of 
governors. The other two seats went to supporters of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). In the last election 20 months ago, PLO 
supporters won seven seats and the Islamic bloc two. Palestinian sources 
said the vote showed that support for the PLO was declining in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, where elections for professional 
organisations are widely seen as demonstrating the strength of various 
f 3a ions. In an election for the chamber of commerce in the West Bank 
town of Hebron on June 19, the Islamic list won six of the 11 seats. 
Supporters of the Islamic bloc, including non-accountants, from all over 
the Gaza Strip celebrated Friday's result, chanting: “AJJahu Akbar" and 
“Victory for Islam.” Almost 700 accountants, or S3.S per cent of those 
registered. ‘took part in the vote. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Organisa- 
tion^ Islamic Conference (OIC) 
'Secretary Giro era) Hamid Al 
Gabad-wiD arrive in Amman Son- 
day on a two-day. working visit 
during which hewHl hold talks 
with senior Jordanian officials. 
The talks will dtea! with the latest 
developments in thc region and 
‘ ways of reviving and activating 
; joint -Islamic action through the 
OIC. Dr. Gabid .will aha discuss 
^arrangements for holding an Isla- 
mic foreign ministers conference 
in Turkey next August. 

PFLP claims 
. attack in Gaza 

DAMASCUS (AP}~ The Popu- 
lar Front for die Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) has said dial its 
fighters carried out an attack that 
"wounded, five Israeli soldiers in 
the occupied Gaza Strip. The 
' attackers used -grenades and 
ma&me guns, resulting fin “the 
wounding and kitting of many 
Israeli soldiers,” said a PFLP 
statement. It added that Israel 
Ratio admitted five .--soldiers-. 
were wounded. In Israel, army 
officials had reported, five soldiers 
were slightly wounded whernwo 
hand grenades were thrown at a 
military post Thursday in the 
town of Khan Yunis: 

‘Gulf seas 
safe from mines' 

BAHRAIN (AP) — After (tes- 1 
troymg more than 1,200 mines in 
the . utUTs; waters, a multi- 
national' naval-task force has de- 
clared the seas safe for shrpping. 
The xnmesweepnng armada has 
beeti info© Gutf since April 4 
with.fee jofe. o( jeraovmg mines 
off the Iraqi andJCawaiti shores. 
DhaerJ-eder, commander of fee 
German unit in Jft© tune-nation 
task force, -said he believed. the 
force «^ev^a^9S per emit 
success. - ’ ; r 1 ' 

Hagglingikampers 
Somali peace talks . 

DJIBOUTI (R) Last-minute 
haggling Saturday among Somali 
factions over posts in a planned 
transitional government delayed 
the end of peace talks fora third 
day running. Conference sources 
said a deal fo allocate top jobs to 
three major clans — whose 
armed wings control much of the 
country . — had apparently run 
into opposition from delegates 
from three minor dans also rep- 
resented at the talks. Djibouti’s 
Foreign Minister Moumin 
Bahdon Farah announced cfiscus- 
-skr^ would continue until Sun- 
day to try to -resolve the differ- 
ences.. ,# 

Egyptian police kill 
one andwoundiwo 

CAIRO. (R), — A. refrigerator, 
repair 'man was killed , and his 
colleague- wounded Saturday 
wheapolice guardingthe home of 
an-Egyptiah minister mistook 
thorn' -for gunmen and opened ' 
fire . witnesses said . They, said the 
menibde.a motorcycle the wrong 
way up a one-way street in the 
residential Dokki area, where In- 
terior. Minister .Mohammad 
Abdul Halim Musa . lives, and 
failed to stop when guards 
ordered them to. The repair 
man’s colleague was; carrying a 
jar filed with grease which at a 
distance was mistaken for a band 
grenade, witnesses said. The re- 
pairman died instantly while his 
colleague and a passer-by were 
wounded. 

U'S.tosel! 
amts to Morocco, 
Egypt and Oman 

WASHINGTON <R) — The Un- 
ited. States h*$ said it plans to sell 
S546 tmRion worth of weapons to 
Oman; Efflrpt and Morocco, in- 
cluding 20 F-16* to -modernise 
Morons an fora All three 
Arab oouatnes were supporters 
of the U.S-led milftazy coalition 
against toijntbe Gulf war. U.S. 
defena omdals said Congress 
was expectai to allow the sales to 
bepxae official in 30 days without 
object q. Morocco would get Iff) 
TJ.S. air force 
stocks for. 3250 million. Oman 
would pmehase- ^119’ armoured 
vehjde*'~fon ; $150 million and - 
Egypa wpuld vget modennsatioa 
dts .for' 12 Hawk anti-aircraft 
missfebatteries for $146 mttfion. : 


Bush expects Israel 
to accept peace talks 

Baker visits S. Arabia after enlisting 
Syrian, Egyptian and Lebanese support 


Combined agency dispatches 

AS U.S. Secretary of Stale James 
Baker rook his latest Middle East 
pease mission to Saudi Arabia Satur- 
day, President George Bush said (hat 
he expected Israel to agree to peace 
talks already accepted by key Arab 
states. 

Mr. Baker, who flew to Jeddah 
from Cairo after enbstmg the support 
of Syria, Egypt and Lebanon for his 
efforts to arrange Arab-Israeli pea c 
talks, is expected to face tough 
opposition from Israeli leaders who 
be wilt meet Sunday after talks in 
Jordan. 

Addressing a press conference in 
Ankara, Turkey, President Bush said 
-that Mr. Baker had received positive 
signals in Syria and Egypt for U.S. 
ideas for a peace conference. 

. “I believe in my heart of hearts that 
when this is explained on his last stop, 
when this is explained in Israel, that 
all countries will see that it is in their 
interests io come forward and talk 
peace. And that’s what this is all 
about,” Mr. Bush said. 

- “We think we've pul forward some 
good ideas. I'm very happy that cer- 
tain countries have now seen the 
' merit in these ideas and I hope that all 
of them will." 

Israel has so far poured cold water 
on.U-S. attempts to bring Israelis and 
Arabs together. Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Egyptian leader 
Hosni Mobarak have occepted the 


U.S. compromise ideas. 

Mr. Bush said Mr. Baker, now on 
his fifth regional mission since the 
Gulf war ended in February, had 
worked tirelessly for a settlement of 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

“I think the world is crying om for 
a peaceful solution in the Middle 
East- As long as I've known (Turkish 
President) Turgui OzaJ, he has told 
me 'you must help solve this problem' 
and that's exactly what we are trying 
to do.” Mr. Bush said. 

Lebanon joined Syria and Egypt in 
agreeing to participate in peace talks 
with Israel. Lebanon demanded that 
the expulsion of Israeli troops from a 
border buffer zone be placed on the 
agenda. 

Mr. Baker lined up Lebanon's sup- 
port for the peace conference in talks 
in Cairo with Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fares Bouez. Mr. Baker 
then flew to Jeddah to see King Fahd 
and Prince Saud, the Saudi foreign 
minister. 

Saudi Arabia earlier in the year 
ruled out direct participation in nego- 
tiations to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

But the Saudis and five other Gulf 
countries said they would be willing 
to attend talks with Israel on such 
subjects as scarce water resources, 
the environment and proliferation of 
weapons. 

The proposed peace conference 
would be sponsored jointly by the 
United States and the Soviet Union. 


A non-voting United Nations obser- 
ver would participate in the discus- 
sion. Mr. Baker responded with a flat 
“no” when asked in Cairo whether he 
had an indication of what Israeli 
leaders would tell him Sunday night. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir has 
tried to keep the United Nations out 
of the ulks. He has not seen a text of 
Syria's acceptance of U.S. terms. 

Mr. Baker, asked what message he 
would take to Israel, said, “1 would 
hope that 1 would be able to convince 
the Israelis that there are Arab stales 
that arc ready for direct negotiations 
with Israel. 

Saudi Arabia has said that Syiria's 
acceptance of the U.S. peace propos- 
als "emanated from the concern of 
the Syrian leadership for the security 
and stability of the region and for 
pushing forward the peace process." 

When Mr. Baker stepped off the 
plane in Jeddah, he was greeted by 
Prince Saud Al Faisal, the foreign 
minister, and Prince Bandar Ben Sul- 
tan, the ambassador to Washington. 

At stake now is whether the Saudi 
leadership will go along with the 
proposal put forward by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Baker — that the Arabs 
drop their economic boycott of Israel 
if Israel froze its building of new 
settlements on the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

There has been no public statement 
by Saudi or Gulf officials on the 
proposal. 


Iraq says army in marshes 
ill south to stop infiltrations 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq’s 
foreign minister fold the United 
Nations Saturday that the army 
had returned to the southern 
marshes to prevent infiltrations 
from' Iran and not for military 
operations against Shiites. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported that Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein Khodayer deli- 
vered a letter saying the military 
units had gone back to the marsh- 
lands to make sure law and order 
was maintained. 

The army units were to stop 
anyone coming in from Iran and 
“preventing infiltrators and 
others from committing ordinary 
crimes in cities and villages, as 
has occurred in tire past,” INA 
quoted tire letter as saying. 

The letter said Iraq would 
cooperate fully with Prince Sad- 
nxkfin Aga Khan, who oversees 
U.N. humanitarian efforts in tire 
Gulf and visited tire area last 
week. 

The letter came in response to 
a written complaint from Prince 
Sadniddm about the renewed 


military presence. 

In a related development, Iran 
denied claims by Iraq that it was 
behind dashes between Kurds 
and the Iraqi military in northern 
Iraq. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Morteza Sarmadi said be strongly 
refeted Iraqi -claims that Iranians 
were involved and called reports 
of Iranian reconnaissance flights 
a “sheer lie,” said the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA). 

“Such claims ore made in line with 
the previous Iraqi policies of deviat- 
ing tbc public opinion from the inter- 
nal situation in that country, and 
blaming others for the internal unrest 
and calamities in Iraq,” Mr. Sarmadi 
told IRNA. 

United Nations officials said Friday 
up to 500 people had been either 
killed or wounded in two days of 
renewed dashes between Kurdish re- 
beb and government forces. A Kur- 
dish leader put the casualty figure at 
100. 

Iraq said the fighting around the 
cities of Suleimaniyah mid Eitril was , 
the work of Iranian infiltrators. 

Iraqi troops returned to marshes 
near the southern border with Iran 


Bush pledges reward for 
Turkey’s Gulf war role 


ANKARA (Agencies) — U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush Saturday praised 
Turkey's “critical role” in the anti- 
Iraq coalition in the Gulf war and 
pledged economic and military aid. 

Mr. Bush said Turkey had paid a 
price for its role in the coalition and 
foul high praise for President Turgut 
OzaJ, who faces a difficult reelection 
effort next year. 

‘Turkey acted courageously to 
make ■ sure aggression would not 
stand,” Mr. Bush said as he began a 
two-day visit. “As the whole world 
knows,' the international coalition 
could not have achieved the libera- 
tion of- Kuwait without Turkey's 
pivotal contributions." 

Mr. Bush expressed bis gratitude 
with support for Turkey’s military 
modernisation and with a pledge that 
the United States would provide 
trade and investment. 

Mr. Ozal thanked the United 
Stares and the countries of the Gulf 
for the S3 billion they had -given 
Turkey to co mp e nsa te it for losses 
resulting from fee allied war with 
Iraq. 

Mr. Bush said that he and Mr. 
O zal, who met earlier Saturday, 
“agreed to build a new strategic 
relationship based on closer political, 
socurily and, yes, economic links.” 
“In this spirit, fee United States 
supports Turkey's military mod- 
ernisation, including its 160- plane F- 
16 development programme,” Mr. 
Bush said. “And we have pledged to 
pand our trade and investment.'' 
-Mr. Ozal blocked Baghdad's ofl 
exports, massed troops on tbc border 
to pin down Iraqi forces and allowed 
. U-S. bombers to use a Turkish base 
to hit Iraq. 

, Mr. Ozal, anxious to shore up his 


sagging popularity before elections 
next year, has a wish list that includes 
more military aid, especially an order 
to build another 160 sophisticated 
F-16 jet fighters under a joint 
arrangement with the United States. 

A U-S. source said Bush planned to 
tell Mr. Ozal that he bad found 
enough money for 80 of the war- 
planes. Moreover, Mr. Bush planned 
to promise that he would ask other 
Gun allies — such as Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates — to 
finance fee other bah of fee order, 
the source said, insisting on anonym- 
ity. But neither Mr. Bush nor Mr. 
Chat mentioned anything so specific. 

Turkey, the third-largesi recipient 

of U.S. military aid, now gets $500 
million in annual assistance. 

Mr. Bush also was expected to seek 
allied pledges to help Turkey recoup 
war losses. 

Turkey has estimated its partkapa- 
lion cost S7 biOiua, stemming from 
the cutoff royalties from shutting off 
Iran’s two oil pipelines across Turkey 
to tne Medhetranean, losses by Tur- 
kish trucking companies and declin- 
ing tourism revenues. Defence spend- 
ing also shot up. 

Mr. Bush has prodded European 
nations, Japan and Gulf countries to 
offset Turkey’s losses, but foreign 
ministry sources say only S3.2 billion 
has been given. 

Mr. Bush's visit to Turkey and 
Greece has highlighted bitter differ- 
ences between the two countries over 
Cypres. Saturday marked the 17th 
anniversary of Turkey's military in- 
tervention in Cyprus. 

Greek Prime Minister Constantine 
Miitsotafcis, touring a naval base cm 

(CoBtfeoed on page 2) 


only days after a U.N. mission visited 
the area to check reports that Shiite 
Muslims had sought shelter there, 
diplomats said. 

The U.S. French and British 
ambassadors summoned Iraqi 
Ambassador Abdul Amir Al Anbari 
Friday to protest the redeployment, 
which included the emplacement of 
machine gun nests and checkpoints in 
the marshes. 

“They were interfering with the 
efforts of the U.N. to set up huma- 
nitarian centres and to bring relief in 
the south,” said Britain’s ambassa- 
dor, Sir David Hannay. 

Prince Sadruddin said Monday that 
Iraqi authorities had ordered U.N. 
staff out of Hanunar, at the edge of 
the marshes, saying their presence 
was no longer necessary as they had 
finished distributing food aid. 

“A heavy military presence was 
redeployed to lake up the same posi- 
tions which had obviously been va- 
cated (during) the duration of our 
visit," said Prince Sadrudddn’s letter. 

Prince Sadniddin’s letter said U.N. 
observers had noted gun emplace- 
ments every 50 metres along the 
lakeside and checkpoints every 500 

(C on ti n ued on page 2) 


France to 

abandon 

missile 


project 


PARIS (R) — France has de- 
cided to drop plans for a mobile 
missile system to be developed 
over the next dozen years at a 
cost of 30 billion francs (SS bil- 
lion), the newspaper Le Monde 
said. 

The daily, which has dose con- 
tacts with France's most senior 
officials and sometimes accused 
of floating “trial balloons’’ for the 
government, gave no source for 
Saturday's front-page story. 

The newspaper said President 
Francois Mitterrand was perso- 
nally opposed to the project be- 
cause he believed movement of 
nudear missiles on French roads 
in times of international tension 
could provoke public panic. 

The defence ministry had no 
immediate comment on the story 
which said industrialists involved 
in developing the S-45 missile 
project were told on July 12 feat 
it had been scrapped. 

France’s nuclear deterrent, cre- 
ated in the early 1960s by fee late 
General Charles de Gaulle when 
seeking to free Paris of depend- 
ence on fee United States, is 
based on a “triad” of bomber 
aircraft, missile-firing submarines 
and ground-based strategic mis- 
siles. 



ENHANCING DEMOCRACY: 

His Majesty King Hussein Saturday visited the 
Prime Ministry, conferred with Prime Minister 
Taber Masri, (hen chaired a Cabinet meeting. 
The King reviewed with the Cabinet the latest 
developments in the Arab arena and the current 


state of Arab affairs. King Hussein reiterated 
Jordan's policies with regard to Arab ties. He said 
that Jordan is presenting an example for freedom, 
democracy and pluralism in the Arab World. The 
King stressed the importance of preserving demo- 
cracy by «i hanging democratic institutions (Petra 
photo) 


Jordan to tell Baker ball 
is no longer in Arab court 


By a Jordan Tones Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Jordanian leaders 
will today tell U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker that the Arab 
side has already proven its keen- 
ness for a just and comprehensive 
peace settlement wife Israel and 
would like to see American press- 
ure applied on the Jewish state to 
drop its intransigence. 

Mr. Baker, who will arrive 
here from Saudi Arabia and will 
go to Israel later in the day, has 
already visited Egypt and Syria, 
where he described acceptance of 
American compromise proposals 
for peace as veiy positive. 

His Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prime Minister Taber 
Masri are expected to meet Mr. 
Baker and reaffirm Jordan’s wil- 
lingness to play its role in the 
peace process involving all parties 
to fee Arab-Israeli conflict and 
the Palestinian problem as long as 
the prime objective of peace talks 
is fee implementation of key Un- 
ited Nations resolutions and the 
return of the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

Jordan, however, believes the 
key to advancing fee process ties 
in Israel, whose leaders find 
themselves concerned by Syria’s 
sudden acceptance of the Amer- 
ican proposals for a peace confer- 


ence. They are now questioning 
Syria's “seriousness" for peace 
and reaffirming their rejection of 
any role for the United Nations 
— even as a silent observer — in 
peace talks. 

Crown Prince Hassan said Fri- 
day that Syria's acceptance of the 
proposals made by U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush bas given a 
new momentum to peace efforts 
and diplomacy. 

Prime Minister Taher Masri, 
speaking to reporters at Parlia- 
ment Thursday, said Mr. Baker 
faces fee most difficult task in his 
mission when be meets Israeli 
leaders. 

“The positive Syrian response 
has proven again that Israel is the 
obstacle to peace,” Mr. Masri 
said. 

The prime minister noted that 
the Arabs had always indicated 
willingness to achieve peace wife 
Israel on the basis of U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolutions 242 and 
338 which call on fee Jewish state 
to withdraw from fee occupied 
territories. 

“It was Israel which was even 
objecting to the principle of the 
participation of the U.N. in a 
peace conference,” Mr. Masri 
said. 

“Now I think the hard job for 
Mr. Baker lies in Israel and we 
will see how he wiJJ react to the 


Israeli stand,” be said. 

The prime minister reaffirmed 
that Jordan insisted on the imple- 
mentation of Resolutions 242 and 
338, “allowing the Palestinians a 
true participation in any negotia- 
tions.” 

Mr. Masri who was foreign 
minister during Mr. Baker’s two 
previous visits to Jordan, said he 
expected the secretary of state to 
clarify some of the details related 
to fee proposed peace conference 
— such as the shape and nature of 
invitation and participation, 
terms of reference etc. — and 
where Israel stands on fee princi- 
ple that land in exchange for 
peace should govern any settle- 
ment. 

Jordan has not made any for- 
mal comment on a call by the 
summit of the Group of Seven, 
and echoed by Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak Friday for 
reciprocal end to Israel's policy of 
building settlements in fee occu- 
pied territories and fee Arab 
boycott of Israel. 

Israeli leaders and Arab 
League officials have rejected fee 
call. 

Another issue for discussions 
during Mr. Baker’s visit here is 
Iraq and the impact of the con- 
tinuing international sanctions 

(Continued on page 2) 


PLO 

approves 

meeting 

with 

Baker 

TUNIS (Agencies') — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has approved 
a meeting between three 
Palestinians and U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker 
during the latter's visit to 
occupied Jerusalem, a 
spokesman said Saturday. 

The spokesman said that 
Faisal Husseini and Dr. 
Zakaria Agha and Dr. Hanan 
Ashrawi would meet Mr. 
Baker Sunday night. 

.Arafat confident 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said in an interview 
published Saturday that the 
PLO was expert at survival 
and would reemerge from its 
current international isola- 
tion. 

“We will always exist (be- 
cause) ... we are proven ex- 
perts at survival. Attempts 
were made before to li- 
quidate fee Palestinians and 
yet we are still here,” the 
PLO chairman told fee Paris 
daily Le Figaro. 

“Remember in 1979, when 
U.S. President Jimmy Car- 
ter’s advisers said ‘bye-bye 
PLO?’ And in 1982 during 
the Lebanon war when the 
Israelis and their allies said 
the same thing?” 

“(Now as then) ... we will 
reemerge from the pit where 
we find ourselves today and 
we witt be stronger than be- 
fore.” 

Mr. Arafat was answering 
questions about fee PLO’s 
current status after the loss of 
military bases in Lebanon 
and financial hardships incur- 
red because Gulf states cut 
off aid when the PLO sup- 
ported Iraq in the Gulf war. 

Mr. Arafat acknowledged 
that fee PLO bad been “the 
ones who had lost the most” 
as a result of the war. 

But he said that 
“attempts” by such countries 
as Syria — at odds with Mr. 
Arafat for years — to pro- 
voke splits in the PLO's ranks 
would be no more successful 
now than in fee past. 


Powell: Renewed force against Iraq possible 


HELSINKI (Agencies) — 
General Colin Powell, chairman 
of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said Saturday renewed use of 
force against Iraq was possible, 
but added that he hoped it could 
be avoided. 

Asked on his arrival in Finland 
on an unofficial visit whether 
force would again be necessary, 
he said: “We certainly hope not.” 

“Nevertheless there is always 
feat possibility but it is something 
we would wish to avoid,” he told 
a news conference. 

“We are not looking for addi- 
tional armed conflict in the region 
but we must also be totally com- 
mitted to the proposition that the 
region will not be safe until the 
government of Iraq completely 
complies with the U.N. resolu- 


tions.” 

He said he hoped United Na- 
tions pressure would convince 
Baghdad that it was in its best 
interests to comply fully with all 
resolutions. 

Gen. Pou U leaves Finland 
Monday for i six-day visit to 
Moscow, whet he will hold talks 
with Soviet Chief of Armed 
Forces Staff General Mikhail 
Moiseyev. 

Iraq, under threat of renewed 
U.S. bombing unless it complies 
with ceasefire terms and bares all 
its nudear secrets, admitted to 
the United Nations Friday it had 
built a 350-mm calibre supergun 
with a 52.5 metre long barrel. 

It said the condition of the gun 
“has been tested" at JabaJ Ham- 
rayn, ISO kilometres north of 


Baghdad. 

Iraq also listed parts, including 
42 steel tubes and hydraulic shock 
absorbers, for a second gun with 
a one-metre calibre at Iskandar- 
iyah, 50 kilomerres south of 
Baghdad. It said it had fee barrel 
and breech for another 350-mm 
gun. 

Western intelligence has long 
suspected that Iraq had compo- 
nents for a gun designed to fire 
conventional and chemical shells 
several hundred kilometres. But 
U.N. diplomats said they were 
unaware that Baghdad had tested 
such a weapon. 

Iraq's supergun disclosures 
were made to LLN. inspectors 
charged with overseeing the des- 
truction of weapons of mass des- 
truction. 


The admission came after 
weeks of controversy about Iraq's 
nudear piogramme. initially de- 
nied by Baghdad. U.S. President 
George Bush accused Iraq of 
lying, Washington drew up a list 
of targets to be bombed if it 
refused to come dean, and Gulf 
war allies Britain and France 
backed the use of more force if 
necessary. 

The security council five mem- 
bers — the United States, Bri- 
tain, France, fee Soviet Unon 
and China — were given details 
of the latest disclosures Friday. 

This week, U.N. inspectors in 
Baghdad said they began getting 
full cooperation on Iraq's known 
nudear sites, although they did 

(Continued on page 2) 


Croatia steps up pressure for army to pull out 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Croatian leaders pressured 
Yugoslavia's presidency Saturday 
to withdraw the army from their 
breakaway republic as well as 
from Slovenia. 

Croatia’s supreme council of 
top civilian and military leaders 
said after meeting in the repub-, 
lie’s capital Zagreb that Thurs- 
day’s decision to remove troops 
only from Slovenia violated a 
peace accord made on the Croa- 
tian island of Rrioni- 

“Tbe decision, even though it 
can be interpreted as a first step 
to a non-violent resolution of fee 
crisis, is not in the spirit of the 
Brioni declaration,” the council, 
led by Croatian President Fran jo 
Tudjman, said in a statement. 

“Croatia believes this decision 
is in fee spirit of fee Brioni 
dedaratioo only if an agreement 
is reached on fee withdrawal of 


the army from Croatia.” 

Croatia, Slovenia, Yugoslavia’s 
collective presidency and fee 
European Community (EC) 
agreed to try to prevent civil war 
at talks on Brioni July 7. 

The deal ended fighting be- 
tween the army and the Alpine _ 
republic of Slovenia after 
Slovenia and Croatia declared 
independence June 25. Croatia 
says any troop withdrawals under 
the agreement should apply 
equally to both republics. 

Army tanks and soldiers have 
been deployed for two months in 
Croatian flashpoints to keep 
apart waning Orthodox Serbs 
and Roman Catholic Croats. 

But Croatian leaders say the 
Serbian-dominated army sides 
with the Serbian minority, which 
opposes secessionist moves. 

Despite the army presence, 
violence has increased. In the 


latest fighting an old woman was 
killed Saturday in a mortar attack 
on the village of Lovinac near the 
Adriatic coastal town of Zadar, 
police said. 

Zagreb radio reported fresh 
shooting and bomb explosions in 
eastern Croatia but mentioned no 
casualties. 

The army's chief of staff said 
Saturday that Yugoslavia is in fee 
grip of “hatred, lawlessness and 
anarchy” but stressed feat the 
military is committed to a peace- 
ful solution of fee crisis. 

In a second warning in as many 
days by a top military official. 
General Blagoje Adzic said the 
constitutional order of the coun- 
try had been destroyed by un- 
ilateral acts. 

'‘Nationalist and party armies 
have been created. Armed 
dashes have claimed hundreds of 
lives. Yugoslavia has practically 


already stepped into civil war,” 
Gen. Adzic toid military cadets in 
Belgrade. 

Gen. Adzic’s comments 
appeared directed at Slovenia 
and Croatia.' 

“Nationalist confrontations 
have escalated into extreme 
hatred, lawlessness and anar- 
chy,” he said. 

On Friday, Yugoslavia's de- 
fence minister warned that the 
situation in the country was 
rapidly deteriorating and told 
feuding leaders to agree on the 
country’s future by Aug. 15. 

Gen. Adzic, a Serb who has 
often been suspected of acting 
outside civilian control, cairi fee 
army would “act as a factor of 
peace," adding, “fee army’s first 
duty is to ensure conditions for 
the peaceful solution of the cri- 
sis.” 
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Iran steps up 
its nuclear plan 


From Waked Sadi in Geneva 

[RAO CONTINUED to be bom- 
barded with questions by the mem- 
bers of the U.N. human rights com- 
mittee (UNHRC) in Geneva Friday, 
the second day of the consideration of 
its third periodic report to the human 
rights body. The Iraqi delegation's 
strategy of turning the direction of the 
deliberation around from Iraq's 
domestic human defats record. to the 
war that was waged on it by tbe Western 
countries and the sanctions that are 
kept in force against Iraq and its 
people did not succeed at all. There 
was no sympathy expressed for Iraq 
from any quarters for its plea for 
understanding and appreciation of its 
hardships. 

These hardships, the Iraqi side told 
the committee members, intended to 
deprive the Iraqi people of their right 
to self-determination, especially in 
the sense char tbe enemies of Iraq are 
in open league to change the govern- 
ment and impose a government of 
their liking instead. 

The economic sanctions still in 
place against Iraq were described by 
the Iraqi delegation as an effective 
means to deprive the people of Iraq 
from the right to life. 

In answer to questions raised 
Thursday about the use of ch e mi c a l 
weapons and tbe development of 
nuclear weapons, Dhari Khalil 
Mahmood. leader of the Iraqi delega- 
tion, told the committee Friday that 
in feet Iraq never used any chemical 
wea p ons against anybody and the 
stories about their use against Kurds 
were pore fabrication. 

As to the allegations that Baghdad 
was developing nudear arsenal, Mr. 
Mahmood informed the committee 
that Iraq has yielded to U.N. resolu- 
tions calling lor the dismantling of all 
mass destructive weapons and has 
faithfully abided by such derisions. In 
this second day of fierce questioning, 
UNHRC members focused on allega- 
tions of summary trials, summary 
executions, disappearances, torture, 
detentions without trial. Most of the 
ammunition against Iraq came from 
several non-gov er nment a l organisa- 
tions (NGOs), especially Amnesty 
International, which supplied the 
members with hundreds of pages 
allegedly documenting the systematic 
violation of human rights in Iraq and 
Kuwait during its occupation by Iraq. 

Iraq often referred to its legisla- 
tions against torture and the prosecu- 
tion of the culprits. In this vein they 
submitted copies of recent court deri- 
sions condemning the act. 

The committee members, on the 
other hand, said they were more 
interested iu the deeds oflraq and oot 
its laws and regulations which appear 
satisfactory on the surface. 

Harder questions were asked later 
Friday ou the fight to self- 
determination. Within the com- 
mittee the jurisprudence is now well- 
established to give this right to self- 
determination a domestic dimension. 

On this point, the fortunes of the 
Iraqi side suddenly improved when 
tbe Iraqi delegation referred to the 
attention of the committee Artide 5 
of their constitution which specifically 
slates that Iraq is composed of two 
nationalities, one Arab and the ocher 
Kurd. 

Mr. Mahmood told the audience 
that no where in the Middle East 
where are sizable Kurdish people is 
there such a recognition bestowed on 
them. Yet, the biggest score by the 
Iraqi side came late in the afternoon 
on the issue of religious freedom. 

Mr. Mahmood turned the mic- 
rophone to Basil Yousef, an Iraq 
Christian, to tefi tbe members how 
the Christians in Iraq fare. Mr. 
Yousef, an old hand in human rights, 
told the experts that there is no 
contradiction between the reference 
to Islam as the religion of Iraq and die 
principle of religious tolerance and 
freedom. He explained his judgement 
ou the basis that Islam accepts reli- 
gious pluralism and therefore he and 
his fellow Christians in Iraq so no 
problem with the place erf Islam in the 
constitution of Iraq. 

The co ns ide r ation of Iraq's report 
was finally concluded late Friday on a 
soar cote. The committee found 
Iraq’s explanations and submissions 
unsatisfactory. In effect, Iraq was 
censured over its human rights re- 
cord. 


By Anwar Faraqi 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — While the United 
Nations struggles to dismantle 
Iraq's nudear capabilities. Iran is 
stepping up its drive to join the 
nudear dub. 

But Tehran insists its objective 
is nudear energy, not weapons. 

Iran's nuclear ambitions, as it 
seeks to assert its dominant posi- 
tion in the Gulf in the post-war 
era. have raised a few eyebrows 
in the region and beyond. 

In recent weeks, Germany and 
France, despite their eagerness to 
develop their economic links with 
Tehran, have both rebuffed its 
requests for help in reviving 
Iran's dormant nuclear prog- 
rammes. 

It was launched in the 1960s by 
tbe late Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi before his overthrow in 
the 1979 revolution. 

His ambitious $30 billion plan 
envisaged 20 nuclear power 
plants by the end of the century. 

According to Iranian scientists 
who worked on the programme, 
the ultimate aim was to provide 
plutonium for nudear weapons to 
bolster the Shah's drive to make 
Iran the Gulfs paramount power. 

The programme was aban- 
doned after the revolution as 
un-Islamic. But the late Ayatol- 
lah Ruhotlah Khomeini tried to 
get it going again during the 
1980-88 war with Iraq to produce 
nudear weapons. 

The conflict prevented any 
progress. But since the 1988 ceas- 
efire, the Iranians have made new 
efforts towards developing nuc- 
lear energy. 

In 1989, President Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani, then speaker of par- 
liament, declared: “Iran cannot 
ignore the reality of nuclear pow- 
er in the modem woijd." 

The main Iranian opposition 
group, the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
say Tehran has spent 5200 million 
on its nuclear programme since 
March 1990. 

Shahram Chubin, a Middle 
East analyst and Iran expert, 
noted: “Because Iran is so far 
behind in conventional technolo- 
gy, with little hope of catching 
up, it would make good sense for 
them to go ahead with nudear 
technology.'* 

Most experts believe that Iran 
lags so much in nuclear technolo- 
gy that a military programme 
cannot be taken seriously. 

But Aaron Karp, a researcher 
at the Stockholm International 
Peace and Research Institute, 
contends that “the know-how is 
not very difficult to obtain. The 
big difficulty is getting weapons- 
grade uranium.** 


He said in a telephone inter- 
view that “the experience of 
other Third World countries has 
shown that once the fissionable 
material is there, the problems of 
getting the rest of the technology 
are never so difficult that they 
can't be overcome." 

Iran's only functioning nuclear 
fedlity is a small U.S.-built re- 
search reactor at Tehran Uni- 
versity, a legacy of the late Shah's 
effort. 

A nudear power plant near the 
southern port of Bushehr, the 
first of those planned by the 
Shah, remains uncompleted and 
without a nuclear core. 

Kraftwerke Union, a subsidi- 
ary of Germany's giant Siemens 
Corporation, began building it in 
1975. but abandoned it after the 
1979 revolution. The Iraqis 
bombed it at least six times dur- 
ing 1980-88 Gulf war." 

Tehran insists that Siemens 
complete construction of the 
plant with two 13.000-megawatt 
reactors. But last month, the 
German government refused the 
company permission to resume 
work at Bushehr, citing unsatis- 
factory safety standards at the 
partially completed plant. 

Tehran has threatened to with- 
hold contracts worth billions of 
dollars unless Germany com- 
pletes the plant. 

Late last month. Tehran asked 
France to supply enriched ura- 
nium, which can be used either to 
power a nudear reactor or to 
make an atomic bomb. The 
French refused. 

In 1974, the Shah bought a 10 
per cent stake in Eurodif. the 
European uranium-enrichment 
consortium, for SI billion. 

Iran's revolutionary govern- 
ment cancelled the deal, and de- 
manded the money back. But 
sources in Tehran said that Ira- 
nian negotiators last month de- 
manded that the deal be revived 
to get the nascent nudear prog- 
ramme off the ground. 

Iran has vast uranium deposits 
in its eastern Yazd province, but 
no means on enriching it. 

Mr. Rafsanjani has urged 
scores of Iranian nudear scien- 
tists who fled the country after 
the revolution to return home to 
help develop Iran's nudear prog- 
ramme. 

Iran has also been courting 
countries it feels would be willing 
to help, including the Soviet Un- 
ion, China, Pakistan, Argentina 
and Brazil. 

Only days before Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng arrived in 
Tehran earlier this month, the 
Washington Post reported dose 
nuclear cooperation between 
Tehran and Beijing. 


Iranians flee Tehran after 
astrologer predicts quake 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranians, 
frightened by a Chinese astral og- 
ist's prediction that a major ear- 
thquake would strike the city of 
seven million Sunday, are fleeing 
the capital in droves. 

The scare began Friday when 
the main Tehran Radio news 
bulletins reported the prediction, 
together with statements from 
several seismologists that it had 
no scientific basis. 

Tbe astrologist, identified by 
the Iranian news agency IRNA as 
Sung Chi Bi, was apparently first 
quoted by Beijing Radio’s Farsi 
programme as predicting that an 
earthquake measuring between 
6.3 and 6.8 on the Richter scale 
would hit Tehran at 8 p.M. (1530 
GMT) Sunday. 

At one government office 
Saturday the only talk among the 
staff was where to be Sunday 
night. Most said they would drive 
out to parks or other open spaces. 

"Where shall we go? What 
shall we do?" said a dentists’s 
panicking wife after storming into 
her husband's office. 

Abrar newspaper said out- 
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bound traffic from Tehran had 
substantially increased after the 
news although many people were 
leaving Tehran anyway to take 
advantage of a two-day holiday 
on Sunday and Monday. 

About 95,000 people have 
been killed by earthquakes in 
Iran since 1910. The deadliest 
one, measuring 7.3 on the Rich- 
ter scale, killed 35.000 people in 
the Caspian coast province of 
Gilan and neighbouring Zanjan 
northwest of Tehran last June. 

Tehran's last brush with a ma- 
jor quake was in 1962 which 
killed 12,000 people in villages 
west of the capital. 

Tehran Radio quoted Bahram 
Akkasheh, head of seismology at 
Tehran University's geophysics 
centre as saying the Chinese pre- 
diction was based on astrological 
studies. 

The Tehran Times said experts 
were advising people in this 
country of 58 million not to panic 
because past predictions of earth- 
quakes striking Tehran — includ- 
ing one in February 1990 — bad 
proved wrong. 


Episcopals 
vote against 
settlements 

PHOENIX (AP) — Episcopal 
leaders have urged the United 
States to withhold aid to Israel in 
the amount it spends for settle- 
ments in tbe occupied territories, 
a measure criticised Friday by 
Jewish leaders. 

Church representatives insisted 
Friday the measure was war- 
ranted by the pressure such set- 
tlements put on Palestinians, 
many of them Christians. 

"If Israel is a democracy, it's 
flawed and doesn't include the 
Palestinians," said Bishop Orris 
J. Walker of Garden Gty, New 
York. 

Representatives of the 2.5- 
miUion-member church were to 
windup their 11-day convention 
Saturday night. 

On Thursday, the church's gov- 
erning convention passed resolutions 
that npheld Israel’s right to 
secure borders, but called for a 
Palestinian state and U.S. finan- 
cial pressure on Israel. 

Whatever Israel spends on set- 
tlements in Arab Jerusalem, the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip should 
be held in escrow from U.S. aid 
to Israel, the resolution said. 

The United States gives Israel 
an annual S3 billion in aid. In 
addition to that money, Israel 
wants S10 billion over the next 
five years to underwrite loans to 
pay for bousing a crush of new 
immigrants, many from the 
Soviet Union. 

Last year, Israel earmarked 
S10 million for settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israel denies it uses U.S. aid 
for settlements in the occupied 
territories; the Bush administra- 
tion considers the settlements 
counterproductive to peace and 
has urged Israel to halt construc- 
tion. 

Rabbi A. James Rudin, direc- 
tor of interreligious affairs for the 
American Jewish Committee 
(AJC), said the action was “one- 
sided and stale." 

In a statement from New York. 
Rabbi Rudin said, "I had hoped 
that this great church would have 
seized the moment in history and 
offered a bold and prophetic 
voice of hope for the Middle 
East. Sadly, this did not happen.” 

Rabbi Robert Kravitz, the 
AJCs Phoenix area representa- 
tive, said the action by the 
bishops was “unfair and unba- 
lanced and will not be helpful in 
the peace process." 

On Thursday he told the 
bishops, "we would have hoped 
for a positive and reconciling 
statement regarding Israel, after 
her tribulation in the recent Gulf 
war, including 39 unprovoked 
missile attacks against civilian 
populations." 

He said the resolution applied 
a doable standard, putting special 
demands on Israel but disregard- 
ing human rights violations in 
surrounding Arab countries, in- 
cluding the expulsion of 150,000 
Palestinians from Kuwait. 

Retired Bishop John Burt of 
Cleveland also opposed the 
church action, saying it might 
make (he United States a "pre- 
judiced partner" in any peace 
process; he also objected to de- 
signating Arab Jerusalem as 
occupied territory. 

“There is a substantial Jewish 
population which has called East 
Jerusalem" home for genera- 
tions," Bishop Burt said. 


Correction 

In an artide entitled "Stranded 
Somalis stage sit-in in Amman" 
in its Thursday edition tbe Jordan 
Times erroneously reported that 
Mohammad Yousef, 47, said that 
14 members of his family were 
killed by anti-Siad Bane rebels in 
Somalia, leaving him the sole 
survivor.” The report should 
have read Mohammad Yousef, 
27, said that 14 members of his 
family were killed by unknown 
assailants in Somalia, leaving him 
the sole survivor. Tbe Jordan 
Times regrets the mistake. 



MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN 


Algeria’s ruling party reelects leader 

ALGIERS (R) — Abdel Hamid Mehri has been reelected 
secretary-general of the Algberia's ruling party, tbe Nation al 
Liberation Front (FLN), the party’s paper A1 Shaab reported 
Saturday. He was elected this week during a three-day dosed- 
door session of the party’s central committee. A 14 -member 
politburo was to be electol late Saturday, tbe paper said. Mr. 
Mehri has been criticised by members of the FLN old guard for 
supporting what they called the adventurous policies of reformist 
Former Prune Minister Mouloud Hamroudie who ha s be en 
replaced by Stdahmad Ghoizali. His critics called for a return t° 
the methods of the old socialist FLN favouring a rigidly 
state-controlled economy which opposition parties say cai»ed tite 
country's current economic and social woes. One of Mr. Mean s 
fiercest opponents, former Foreign Minister Ahmad Taleb 
Ibrahimi, has called for the release of political prisoners, “to 
contribute to a detente in the country." 

Iraqi deputy foreign minister in U.S. 

NEW YORK (R) — Nizar Hamdoun. an Iraqi deputy foreign 
minister who helped negotiate the release of U.S. nationals 
hostages in Baghdad in the days before tbe Golf war, arrived in 
New York Friday for medical treatment. A State Department 
spokesman confirmed that Mr. Hamdoun, 47, a former Iraqi 
information minister and ambassador to Washington, bad been 
granted a visa and said no official meetings were planned. “His 
visit to the United States was permitted for medical reasons with 
the proviso that he not engage in political activity," the 
spokesman added. Mr. Hamdoun told a reporter outside his New 
York hotel that he was in the city for medical treatment. “It is a 
personal and private thing.” He said president Saddam Hussein 
had nothing to do with his visit. “I just applied for a visa and came 
here.” A spokesman for the Iraqi mission to the United Nations 
said be was not aware that Mr. Hamdoun was in New York. Mr. 
Hamdoun is credited with playing a key role in negotiations that 
lead to tbe release of U.S. nationals from Baghdad on the eve of 
tbe Gnlf war. 

Moroccan writer ridicules French charges 

PARIS (R) — Moroccan dissident Abdehnoumen Diouri, expel- 
led by France last month for alleged contacts with Libyan and 
Iraqi agents, rejected the accusations Saturday, saying he was in 
Iraq once, to sell livestock. “Nothing in these weird allegations is 
true,” Mr. Diouri told the daily newspaper Liberation in his first 
interview since returning to Paris from Gabon this week after a 
French court ruled the government's expulsion order was illegal. 
“Why was I not accused of being a Chinese secret agent since I 
went to China five times? Why not a Soviet agent.. .is it because 
die KGB is not longer fashionable? The reason I went to Libya 
and to other countries was for business. As for Iraq, I went there 
once in 1974 and never returned since. And the reason I was there 
was to sell livestock.” Mr. Diouri, a successful international 
businessman and opponent of the Moroccan government, said tbe 
real reason for his expulsion was France's fear of King Hassan’s 
reaction when the dissident's book “Who Owns Morocco?” is 
published in Paris in October. The book levels accusations, which 
Mr. Dkrari says are document-proven, of serious misdeeds by the 
Moroccan ruler. 

6 wounded in rocket attack over Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Six people were wounded by rockets fired 
by guerrillas on the Afghan capital Kabul, Afghanistan’s Bakhtar 
news agency said Saturday. Tbe 10 rockets, which hit residential 
areas of the city on Friday, also caused extensive damage to 
property, the agency said. 

Lebanese-born businessman attacked in 
Geneva 

GENEVA (R) — A Prominent Lebanese-born businessman was 
badly beaten up by unidentified attackers outside his Geneva 
home, police said Friday. They said Marwan Shark achi was 
struggling for his life in a Geneva hospital after the attack 
Thursday night. He is the half-brother of Mohammad Sharkachi, 
the man linked to the fall from grace of former Swiss Justice 
Minister Elisabeth Kopp. Police said three hooded attackers 
escaped. Marwan Sharkachi, a naturalised Swiss citizen, always 
denied any business connection with bis half-brother, chairman of 
the Sharkachi Trading Company, a Zurich- based firm. Ms. Kopp 
resigned as minister in December 1988 after admitting she had 
warned her husband that the trading company, of which he was 
vice-president, was suspected of money-laundkiring. A Zurich 
court cleared Mohammad Sharkachi after a year-long investiga- 
tion. 

Anonymous group threatens Kuwaiti 

NICOSIA (AP) — A previously unknown group threatened on 
Friday to strike at Kuwaiti interests and members of the ruling 
family unless human rights violations against Palestinians and 
other Arabs m Kuwait are stopped. The Threat came in a 
statement telefax ed to the Associated Press in Arabic and English 
from New Delhi, India. It was signed by an organisation calling 
itself “Troops of Justice and Revolution." The statement said that 
torture of prisoners and rape of women and children were carried 
out in Kuwaiti jails. It said “injustices in tbe courts” also 
continue. Hundreds of Palestinians and other Arabs were 
arrested following the liberation of Kuwait from Iraqi occupation 
last February. They are being tried for Allegedly aiding Iraq. 

The group demanded that Kuwait release prisoners held 
without trial, carry out just trials and pay money .owed to 
Palestinians and Arabs for past services. The statement said the 
group was recently formed by “Free Arab youths wonder-struck 
by the silence maintained by Arab governments m the face of all 
sorts of human violations going on" in Kuwait. The statement said 
the group wanted to avoid confrontation and considers dialogue 
“the right way of solving the problems, because our common 
enemy (Israel) is happily observing what is happening in Kuwait.” 
But it warned that unless the demands are met, “we announce 
clearly that our iron fists will reach you and will reach every one 
who has oppressed innocent people, especially those from tbe 
ruling family.” 
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Kurdish region of Iraq. when the Iraqis shelled residential s£ 

“Yes, it’s a matter of concern to areas of Eibil. 
us," Mr. Bosh said in a joint news In SulaimamyM, it said, two K urds 
co n ference with President Turgot were kilted and sir injured when a car ^ 
Oral But Mr. expressed hope carrying a Ku rdish Ration officer to a j jic 
Hint iron would not BsaluKf its ni Ht- meeting with the regional Iraqi anoy .pi 
Kurd activities and force die use of commander was fired 
American troops now deployed in approached the army s divisional * . 
Turkey. ' headquarters. - .* * 

“T not floriyjpatf thrtp» The meeting h ad be en arranged to v 

having to come into action," he said, discuss the tense wtnation in the area 
Iraqi Information Minister Hamid after 400 Iraqi _ seoirity ^persorind 
Yousef Hmmnadi said late Friday were deployed tbae, rt said. 
Sulaimaniyah and Erbfl were now “The unprovoked attack, which the ^ 
rain , Iraqi a uth orities bfeMgd on drunken 

“Iranian tanwnty and other agents soldiers, sparked off serious tfistmb- 
of Iran orereddre border fltegatly ances," the front smd. : .: . 
and some were captured." Mr. Hum- In *e northern fraqi town of 
madi told INA. “They had tots of Zakho, vacated by. Western troops ri) 
money to dist ri b ute to their followers. Monday , Kernel Knxukfi, a senior 

“The Iranian regune will continue KDP official, said agreement was i .,_ ■ 

its false attempts to impede the agree- reached on Friday to stop the fight- 

meat with, tbe Kurdistan front.” mg- , ... _ 

Kunfish rebel leader Massoud Bar- He said ^SW Iraqis. mchiding 70 
zani, negotiating a peace and autoit- officers, were bong held prisoners m 

omy deal with Baghdad, said the S utaim a n iyah. Sa Iraqi, tanks had 

dashes began after a misunderstand- been destroyed ami 11 capteraL. 
mg at a checkpoint between Kunfish Mr. KukukE sad Kunfish rebels 
Feshmerga fighters and troops. acted 10 Iraqi RepnWicto Guard 

He said two Peshmergas were kfl- officers inside tbe former aHied zone 
led and five wounded in the check- Friday. Tbe officers, were on their 
point incident way from Iraqi Presideat Saddam 

Mr. Baraani told reporters people Hussein's summer palace at Suxeak 
opposed to any deal had instigated to Dohuk. r 

the dashes. He did not specify them Mr. Kirkuldi said the Iraqis 
but spoke of “foreign fo"* playing appeared to be strengthening their - 
or frying to play in the area." forces and digging trenches in two 
Travellers from the north spoke of areas of the north and added: “We 
at least 30 dead »nri more than 100 have in reinforoemeots for 

wounded in the Kurdish adnrinistra- Dohuk.” 


Powell: Renewed force possible 

(Continued from page I) of inspectors to keep tbem from 


He said 2^500 Iraqis, including 70 
officers, were being held p ris on e rs in 
Sidainianiyah. Six Iraqi tanks had 
been destroyed and 11 captured. 

Mr. Kukukfi stud Kimfiish rebels 
acted 10 Iraqi Republican Guard 
officers inside tbe former allied zone 
Friday. Tbe officers, were on their 
way from Iraqi Presideat Saddam 
Hussein’s s umm e r palace at Sksenk 
to Dohuk. ^ .... 

Mr. Kirkuldi raid the Iraqis 
appeared to be strengthening their; 
forces and digging trenches in two 
areas of the north and added: “We 
have called in reinforcements for 
Dohuk." 


not go so far to say that Iraq has 
declared all its nudear materials, 
facilities and equipment. 

Initially, Iraq refused to allow 
inspectors from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
free movement, and in one inst- 
ance soldiers shot over the heads 


of inspectors to keep them from 
photographing uranium enrich-, 
merit equipment. 

The United Nations also has 
evidence that a large number :6ff 
ballistic missiles — many more 
than the 61 destroyed since^the 
war's end — remain unaccounted 
for, said Thomas Pickering; 1L5. 1 
envoy to the United Nations. 


Bush pledges reward for Turkey 

(Continued from page 1) Greek * Turing ^ pyrnfot 


Crete with Mr. Bush Friday, under- 
scored the depth of emotion over 
Cyprus. Drawing paraDete between 
Iraq's occ up ation of Kuwait and Tur- 
key’s occupation of over one-third of 
Cyprus, Mr. Mitsotakis said. Greek 
forces went to war in the Gulf with an 
"awareness of the continued occupa- 
tion of Cyprus.” 

Mr. Bush has pledged to be a 
catalyst for a solution, urging both 
sides to reach an a gree m ent by the 
end of the year. Yet he said cannot 
dictate a solution. 

Mr. Ozal is seeking Mr. Bush’s 
support for Ankara’s position that 
Turkish Cypriots should be equal 
negotiating partners with the majority 
Greek Cypriots. 

“Turkey is fuSy committed to a 
negotiated settlement,” said Mr. 
Bud). 

“I remain optimistic this problem 
can be solved/’ be said, asserting that 


Greek, Turkish and Cypriot leaders 
were reasonable and “when you have, 
reasonable people... you have a very 
good opportunity to work ft out. - 
Mr. Bush arrived here hours after 
ba n ks and offices were bombed by a 
leftist group which eartier threatened 
to attack him. 

Turkey’s deadliest rubra guerrilla 
group, Dev-Sd (Revolutionary Left), 
said its members threw petrol bombs 
at eight bonks rad state offices m 
Istanbul and the . western dries Of 
Izmir and Burga Friday night. The 
bombs caused damage bat no casual- 
ties. 

Dev-Sol said the attacks were in 
protest at Mr. Bush’s visit and the 
killing of 12 of its membera by potioe 
in Istanbul and Ankara last week. 

The group, active mainly hi Istan- 
bul, last Thursday threatened to 
“pu ni s h " Mr. Bush during his visit 
Hundreds of Turkish ' police 
g m w te d the 35-kilometre rente from 
the airport to Mr. OzaTs Cankaya 
palace in the capital. 


Turkish labour leaders meet 

ISTANBUL (R) — The leaders of a militant trade union 
movement, unbanned by a Turkish court tins week. Diet in 
Istanbul Saturday to revive the movement and prepare a legal 
battle to recover assets seized by tbe government 11 yeans ago. 
About 70 leading members of the Marxist Confederation of 
Revolutionary Labour Unions (DISK) greeted each other warmly 
as they gathered in a small, rundown office in the worting-dres 
district of Aksaray. Most of tbem spent time in Jafl together after 
a Military junta took power in 1980 and disbanded tfaeconfedera- 
K2 w A -S ^nbul militan ’appeal court acquitted 332 members of 
DISK Tuesday and ruled that the ban on DISK could not be 
sustained now that the government had repealed anti-Coromumst 
clauses m the penal code in April. “Together we are starting a 
new period of straggle," said DISK leader Abdulah BasteD^ wbo 
spent four years in a military jail between 1980 and 1984. ' 
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. . XLT,)~---A defcgatiori 
_ L ._- , presermogth* national air car- 
? :rt»r Jordanian (RJ) re- 

- . tweed to Amman Saturday after 

■ ; ..j RT s new route be- 

- ; ^^twfeerf Aromim and.Colombo, Sri ' 

y - - rLaiaat: •- s :: 

- team, led RPs Director 
f . V«»ral Kusam Abu Ghazeieh, 

’ ; InH^Snirflan civil aviation 
"4Sl^ ir Lantal (UL)offioals to 
, ^tfiSCTss c ooperation m promoting 
:^touran along (be new route and 
also trahuhgofptfpts and mainur- 

^ ^ jnenpsfof aircraft. 

" ~ ' Sri I - an lean officials have ex- 
.*■=■. . pressed happiness over the new 
; .route between the two. countries 
; . • wtedb, they said,- would contri- 
’*■ ; ”bcte- positively to the'- develop- 
^ 7 meet of bilateral ties and Tourism - 
•; a^well as air transport, according 
"I# Mr. Abu Ghazaleh. 

. . _ Civil Aviation Authority 
-. (CAA) Director Jamal Baiqz has 

■ extended an invitation, to. bis Sri 
Xaakan countrepart to visit Jor- 
dan in order to sign an agreement 

- on air transport between the two 
' countries: 

; Mr'. Abu Ghazaleh said that 
^another invitation went to the UL 

- -Board of Directors to come and 
-discuss RJ-UL cooperation in 

technical fields, including aircraft 
• . maintenance and air safety train- 
ing courses. 
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According to Mr. Abu Gha- 
zalch, UL had been employing 
ooe.of the RJ leased planes for 
the past one and a half years. 

On the occasion of the inau- 
guration, RJ held a grand recep- 
tion in Sri Lanka attended by 
senior government officials and 
beads of Arab and foreign di- 
plomatic missions. 

Mr> Abu Ghazaleh said that an 
RJ folk troupe presented a per- 
formance of J ordanian traditional 
dandng and songs and RJ’s teams 
presented a film show depicting 
tourism in the Kingdom. 

The Amman-Colombo- 
Amman route agreed on between 
the two airlines last month pro- 
vides for flights between the two 
capitals on board RJ's Airbus 310 
on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

On board the maiden direct 
flight to Colombo were Mr. Abu 
Ghazaleh, Ministry of Transport 
Secretary General A wad Tal. 
che CAA Director and Sri Lank- 
a's honorary consul in Jordan 
Tawfiq Abu Khajeel. 

Also on board were repre- 
sentatives of tourist and travel 
offices, senior RJ officials and 
representatives of the Jordanian 
media. 

During the visit, which started 
Wednesday evening RJ and UL 
formally signed documents inau- 
gurating the new route. 


Queen Noor visits young 
women’s camp at Ajloun 


AJLOUN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Saturday opened the 
Fourth Jordanian Expatriate 
Young Women Camp at Ajloun, 
which was attended by 70 partici- 
pants. 

The Queeri met with the parti- 
cipants who came to Jordan from 
Arab countries, listened to their 
views and proposals and in- 
spected the type of recreational 
and tourist activities they intend 
to carry out over the coming 
seven, days. 

- The Queen, who was accompa- 
nied by Her Royal Harness Prin- 
cess Aha AJ Faisal, Princess Zein 
Bint- A! Hussein and' Princess 
Basea Ali Nayef as well as other 
guests and senior officials, toured 
the camp in . the company of 
offidsds from the Ministry of 
Youth, which organised the 
ammal event. . • 


Minister of Youth Saleh 
Hrsbeidar delivered an address at 
tire ceremony saying that the 
camp was an embodiment of the 
Kingdom's philosophy in cultural 
and youth affairs. 

The youth constitute the focal 
point erf comprehensive develop- 
ment and their work is enhanced 
in an atmosphere of democracy in 
Jordan, enabling them to contri- 
bute more towards their country 
and nation, the minister said. 

The participants, who also in- 
clude young women living in the 
country, arc expected to carry out 
a programme of seminars and 
visits to various archaeological 
and tourist sites as well as inspect- 
ing economic projects. 

Such a programme is bound to 
enhance the sense of national 
belonging and foster loyalty to 
the country and the nation, offi- 
cials said. 



Her Regal Highness Princess ABa A1 Faisal Saturday opened a 
ptesttc art cxfaflrfttea and an exhibition of traditional embroidery at 
the Royd Cnttnnd Centre. The plastic art exhfoition displays 42 
drawings by Iraqi artists Batnl Fnkrflri, Abdul Jabhar S alman and 
thrahhn Al AbdaH. The traditional embroidery exhibition includes 
traditional costumes and embroideries as well as handicrafts. The 
hto exhibitions, which wiB last uatfl July 25, are held as part of the 
Swash Festival activates (Petra photo). 


Group meeting aimed at enhancing 
cooperation between auditors and 
accountants to serve Arab economy 

•AMMAN (J.T.) j— The General 
Secretariat Baud of the Arab 
Federation of Accountants and 
Auditors opened a two-day meet- 
! teg hi Amman Saturday to discuss 
- matters on the agenda 'for the 
Ninth Arab meeting of Accoun- 
tants and Auditors scheduled to 
be held in Amman in February 
1992. 

The delegate from Jordan, 

Iraq, Sudan, Tunisia, Yemen and 
Palestine wifl also review the 
activities and programmes of the 
pati-Arab Accountancy and Au- 
diting. Institntue of Baghdad, 
according to -the federation's 
Secretary General Abdul Shahid 
A! Naqib. 

Mr. Naqrb told the Jordan 
Newa Agency, Petra, that the 
.Iteforarion's main, ahn . is to 
Btiffieve closer cooperation 
among auditors and accountants 
in the Arab World with a view to 
serving the Arab economy. 

'■ The 'federation, which groups 
prominent accountants and au- 


ditors of the Arab World, aims al w) to 
unify all laws and regulations 
governing the profession of 
accountancy and auditing, orga- 
nising seminars to review latest 
trends in the profession and con- 
sider new avenues for coopera- 
tion among federation members, 
Mr. Naqib said. 

President of the Jordanian Au- 
ditors Association Ibrahim A1 
Abbas told Petra that the federa- 
tion aims, through its meetings 
and the coming conference, to 
keep the federation and coopera- 
tion among Arab auditors apart 
from inter-Arab political differ- 
ences. 

According to Hazem Alonsi.the 
institute’s director, the federation 
established the institute in 1979 to 
produce qualified auditors after 
training courses. He said that the 
institute has branches in Kuwait 
and Dubai and now seeks to open 
centres in Khartoum and Am- 
man. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

frjfestic art exfaibttk» by Iraqi artists Baton! Al Fuketei, I brahim I 
* ; i5u Abdafi and Abdul Jabbar Salman at the Royal Cultural | 
v-.Cedre. 

ifr Traditional embrokfery exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre* 
!:☆' Tiastk Ml exharitioa by NRW Jamons and Ahmad H a nand eh at 
x - Ywapouk U n iv ers it y. 

qfjrfKtos depicting the Palestinian people’s stffering 
gander- Israeli occupation at Yarmouk Piivsitity. 



Jordan commemorates death 
of the late King Abdullah 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Saturday 
marked the 40th anniversary of 
the death of King Abdullah Ibn 
Al Hussein, founder of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

King Abdullah was assassin- 
ated while performing prayers at 
Al Aqsa Mosque in Arab Jeru- 
salem in 1951. In observation of 
the anniversary. His Majesty 
King Hussein and other members 
of the Royal family visited the 
late King’s tomb. 

King Hussein was greeted by a 
salute from an honour guard be- 
fore he recited verses of the Holy 
Koran and laid a wreath on the 
tomb of his grandfather. 


His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan, Royal Princes, 
Royal court officials. Prime 
Minister Taher Masri. cabinet 
members, speakers of Parliament 
and other dignitaries visited the 
tomb and laid wreaths. 

Among the visitors were the 
commanders and senior officers 
of the King Abdullah Battaliion 
and the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) as well as intelli- 
gence and civil defence officials. 

King Abdullah was a promin- 
ent player in the Arab liberation 
movement that began in the early 
20th century. 

In 1916, when the Great Arab 


Revolt was launched by his father 
Sharif Hussein Ibn Ali of Mecca, 
the young prince led the Arab 
army into battle against an Otto- 
man garrison in Taif. King 
Abdullah also played a major 
role in the political arena and 
took pan in talks held between 
his father and the allied armies 
after the First World War. He 
also sought to rally Arab ranks 
and led the Arab armies in the 
struggle to save Palestine from 
Zionist occupation in 1948. 

The late King unified the west 
and east banks of Jordan to set up 
the United Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan in 1950. 


Palestinian culture continues to 
prosper in occupied territories 


By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A prominent 
Palestinian intellectual called on 
the Jordanian Ministry of Culture 
and Information to establish a 
Jordanian institution for protect- 
ing Palestinian culture in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

Mohammad Batravi, the direc- 
tor of Al Masrah Palestinian 
Cultural Centre in Jerusalem 
accepted the invitation of the 
Shooman Foundation last week 
to speak on Palestinian cultural 
life during the intifada. 

In his talk, Mr. Batravi 
staressed that the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories need the 
comprehensive Jordanian assist- 
ance in then effort to deal with 
Israeli occupational authorities’ 
measures aimed at destroying 
Palestinian cultural life and 
national identity. 

“We are looking forward to 
(assistance from) the Jordanian 
Ministry of Culture and Informa- 
tion in consideration of the 
hardships we are going through. 
The establishment of a cultural 
institution in Jordan which will be 
in charge of the Palestinian- 
Jordanian cultural import-export 
relations would be of an enor- 
mous help to our cultural protec- 
tion process and the cull ural de- 
velopment, Mr. Batravi said. 

In a special interview with the 
Jordan Times, he stressed that in 
spite of the new rigorous mea- 
sures imposed by the Israeli au- 
thorities during the intifada, 
Palestinian cultural life is increas- 
ing. 

Every year, 500 new books are 
printed. 

In addition there is a new trend 
in music which uses the folk 
musical bertitage of the Palesti- 
nians and the national songs. As 
Mr. Batravi likes to print out: “A 
record became a prominent hero 
of the* intifada.” 

He also pointed to the 
thousands of people who are en- 
gaged in the socio-political and 
cultural work on volunteer baas. 

“As far as Al Masrah Centre is 
concerned, and it is our only 
cultural centre because the mar- 
tial law prohibits cultural enter- 
prise in the occupied territories, I 
can say that we are more produc- 
tive than we have ever been. Onr 
35 artistic troops (theatrical, 
dancing, music, folklore groups) 
work under their full capacity. 
Wc stage 5-6 plays on a monthly 
basis. Before, this number (rep- 
resented) the annual produc- 
tion.” During last three years, we 
have sponsored two festivals: 
“The First International Puppets 
Festival in 1989, when we fea- 
tured 35 plays together with our 
guests from Belgium, England, 
Italy and Greece, and the Palesti- 
nian Theatrical Festival in 1990, 
when we performed 35 new plays 
in one month,” Mr. Batravi said. 

He added that his cultural ex- 











Mohammad Batravi 

pansion is not the result of the 
intifada. Rather, the intifada is 
the result of this cultural accu- 
mulation. 

“People believe that culture is 
a synonym to the education. I 
would say rhat a culture is an 
accumulation and production of 
knowledge, beliefs, arts and mor- 
al values as well as the relations 
built up in the process of the 
accumulation and production," 
he said. 

Mr. Batravi said that the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories are not romantic about a 
stone liberating Palestine. They 
realise their real strength lies in 
their culture, mind .and con- 
sciousness. 


Seminar to analyze Islamic 
contributions to the world in 
education, science and culture 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from 13 Arab countries gathered 
in Amman Saturday for a two- 
day meeting organised by the 
Islamic Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Or g anisation (ISES- 
CO) to discuss Islamic history. 

The seminar, organised in 
cooperation with the Jordanian 
National Committee on Educa- 
tion, Culture and Science will 
review matters related to Islamic 
history writing, changes in Isla- 
mic societies * interaction be- 
tween Muslims and non Islamic 
cultures and the role of women in 
Islamic societies. 

Hie participants are ail history 
teachers in schools and universi- 
ties in the Arab World. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Minister of Education Eid 
Dabiyat said that history was of 


Water shortage worsens as 
villagers continue complaining 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The water 
shortage in the Kingdom is be- 
coming more acute this summer 
because of the limited amounts of 
available underground water re- 
serves and to the increase in 
consumption in the hot season, 
especially with the presence of 
large numbers of Jordanian ex- 
patriates spending the holiday in 
the country. 

A report by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. Saturday focused 
attention on the water shortages 
in the Irbid Govemorate, only 10 
days after a report about the 
complaints of factory owners at 
the Sahab industrial city near 
Amman, who complained about 
the shortage of water which they 
said was detrimental to produc- 
tion. 

Some of the villages in the 
Irbid Govemorate have had no 
water supplies for the past three 
months and the Water Authority 
is struggling- to deal with the 
situation. Petra reported. 

The village of Tibneh, near 
Irbid, is one of these “dry" vil- 
lages and, according to Irbid Wa- 
ter Authority Director Ibrahim 
Al Rawashdeh, lack of supply 
was due to work that was going 
on a road linking the village with 
Zobya, another village in the 


area. 

Mr. Rawashdeh admitted that 
the villagers had no water supply 
for three months but said that his 
teams have now succeeded in 
resuming the water supply to the 
village. 

Water Authority sources said 
that the insufficient waterfall in 
the country over the past two 
years, coupled with increased wa- 
ter consumption and the presence 
of additional numbers of people 
in Jordan during the summer, are 
making its teams' task more diffi- 
cult. 

Furthermore, excessive water 
consumption on the part of cer- 
tain groups of people in different 
areas of the country make it 
difficult for the Water Authority 
to maintain the water distribution 
programme to various population 
centres. 

According to Petra, the area is 
suffering from an acute water 
shortage unprecedented in its hisr 
tory. The Water Authority told 
Petra that the scattered homes in 
the villages, the extra length of 
the water pipelines needed and 
the selfishness of certain groups 
which continue to consume more 
water than they need are adding 
to the difficulties. 


Villages like Thuneibeh. 
Amraweh, Shajara and Tuna in 
the Ramtha District have made 
persistent complaints to the Wa- 
ter Authority, demanding longer 
hours of water pumping to their 
areas, Petra reported. 

Ramtha District Governor Sal- 
ti Nassar said that the shortage of 
water in the villages is worsening 
partly due to the loss of under- 
ground water because the water 
network is old and rusty. 

Agreement was reached with 
the Water Authority recently to 
replace the old network with a 
new six-kilometre long system, a 
project which will be carried out 
in the coming three weeks. 

The Water Authority 
announced at the start of July 
that it would be conducting trial 
water pumping from Wala 
Springs, near the town of Mada- 
ba. in a bid to provide additional 
water for domestic consumption 
during the summer season. 

The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation had said that the Am- 
man Govemorate alone con- 
sumes up to 210.000 cubic metres 
of water daily.That amount was 
expected to rise to 230,000 cubic 
metres a day during the summer, 
according to the ministry. 


Government begins work on Karak hospital 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment has embarked on the initial 
stage for the construction of a JD 
12 million hospital in Karak with 
promised substantial assistance 
from the Italian government by 
awarding a local consultancy en- 
gineering firm a tender to cany 
out studies and designs for the 

I projects. 

the consultancy firm Saturday 
I began its task which, according to 
an agreement with the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing, 
should not exceed 186 days. 
Under the agreement, the local 
firm awarded the project by 


“Since 1967, theatre has been a 
resistance tool in facing the 
occupation. It is not surprising 
then, that we are breeding a 
socio-political art trend in our 
theatre. We are very fond of 
Brecht and we follow all Arab 
and international theatrical ex- 
periendes, applying it on our own 
soil,” he said. 

Mr. Batravi was born in 1917 in 
Achdod, Gaza. He is a writer, a 
jouranlist, a painter and a calig- 
rafist. He is a member of the 
Palestinian Writers Union and 
was been chief of many publica- 
tions in Palestine. 

. Since 1984, he has been the 
director of the Hakawati Theatre, 
which is today called Al Masrah 
Palestinian Cultural Centre. 


great significance to the Arab and 
Islamic worlds, requiring 
appropriate analysis for the be- 
nefit of the coming generations. 

Referring to the national edu- 
cational plan in Jordan, the 
minister said that the plan gives 
ample attention to the teaching of 
history and soda! studies because 
of their paramount importance to 
sodety. 

ISESCO Director Ali Qasimi 
said ISESCO was implementing 
programmes aimed at enhancing 
the new generation's understand- 
ing of the role of Islam and 
Muslims in human civilisation. 

Participants represent Jordan, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Tunisia. Sudan, Qatar, 
Mauritania, Iraq, Morocco, 
Syria, Yemen, Libya and Pala- 
tine. 


Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Saad Hayel Serour. The 
firm will prepare designs and 
necessary studies for the 210-bed 
hospital, which will be set up on 
125 dunums of land. 

The firm will receive JD 39,000 
for its studies and designs, 
according to the agreement. The 
ministry said in a statement that 
the projected hospital will include 
units for surgery, internal dis- 
eases, gynaecology and obstet- 
rics, pediatrics, an intensive care 
unit, outpatient dimes for all 
specialisations, emergency and 
first aid sections, laboratories, a 


pharmacy and affiliated services. 

In his statement to Parliament 
Thursday, Prime Minister Taher 
Masri said that the Health Minis- 
try will soon embark on building 
the Karak hospital along with 
hospitals in Ruseifa and Koura 
and 18 health centres around the 
Kingdom. 

In his earlier statement. Mr. 
Masri pledged that the govern- 
ment will be fair and just in the 
distribution of health services to 
all govemorates and will improve 
the work of hospitals and health 
centres in the rural and badia 
regions. 



Khalifeh is a smashing success at Jerash 

By Sana Aliy eh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Lebanese singer 
Marcel Khalifeh performed his 
final -of three concerts at foe 
ancient Greco-Roman city of 
Jerash on Saturday, ending what 
his fans would describe as historic 
moments in Jordan’s recent music 
history. 

Mr. Khalifeh succeeded in 
making thousands of his Jorda- 
nian fans participate in his per- 
formance, as be had wanted them 
to do when be first arrived in 
Amman for foe first time in his 
15-year career. Thousands of 
people sang, cheered and clapped 
with him and his Mayadeen band. 

For someone whose music was 
banned in Jordan less than two 
years ago, Mr. Khalifeh ’s music 
was well-known to the thousands 
who attended his concerts in the 
past three days at the Tenth 
Jerash Festival. 

Hundreds of people arrived at 
the ancient theatre hours before 
foe scheduled performance at 
8:30 p.ra. to get the best seats. As 
more and more people arrived, 
partcularly the youth, they sang 
his songs and clapped in chorus, 
wanning up to see him for foe 
first time. 

Some of his songs had all 6,000 
fans on their feet, their hands 
clapping up in the air, shouting 
their lungs out, singing along with 
Mr. Khalifeh. 

According to a Lebanese 
photographer dose to Mr. Kha- 
lifeh, his audience at the Jerash 
FestiWl were the “best." He also 


Marcel Khalifeh thrills his audience 


had great audiences in Tunisia 
and Morocco, according to the 
photographer. “But this audience 
knew his music so well,” he told 
the Jordan Times on Saturday. 

Mr. Khalifeh has performed 
for Arabs in foe diaspora, such as 
in North and South America, 
many European countries, Au- 
stralia and in the the Arab 
Maghreb countries. 

He had told the Jordan Times 
when he first arrived last week 
chat he had wanted his new audi- 
ence (but long-time fans) to take 
part in his concert. 

“The audience must be a parti- 
cipant in my conert, because it 
brings life to it to become a 
celebration and festivity," Mr. 
Khalifeh had said. 


A festivity It was. The 
Lebanese-born Mr. Khalifeh suc- 
ceeded in conducting foe audi- 
ence to sing along, sometimes to 
shout, and sometimes told them 
to “let me sing this one alone 
without a sound from you." 
When his audience sang loudly to 
one of his revolutionary songs, be 
applauded them. 

It did not seem to matter to foe 
regular Jerash festival-goers that 
the ancient city this year was 
vacant compared to the previous 
years — as long as Marcel Kha- 
lifeh was singing there. 

His concert was a great success, 
and the thousands of fans want 
him to stay in Jordan a bit longer 
and perform in a large theatre in 
Amman. ..or at least to come 
back again in the near future and 
fill them with his music and song. 



King congratulates Belgium Committee begins work 

AMMAN .(Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday sent a cable to King Baudouin of 
Belgium to congratulate him in his name and on 
behalf of the Jordanian government and people 
on Belgium's national day anniversary. King 
Hussein wished King Baudouin good health and 
happiness and the Belgian people further prog- 
ress and prosperity. 


Lower House meets today 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of 
Parliament will meet Sunday at 5 p.m. under the 
chairmanship of House Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat and in the presence of Prime Minister 
Taber Masri and the Council of Ministers. The 
House is scheduled to refer to its specialised 
committees several laws to be approved. The 
House's Legal Committee mil also meet on 
Monday to discuss amendments to the Army 
Fund Law for 1990 and foe Punitive Trials Law 
1990. The committee will also discuss the Higher 
Court of Justice Temporary Law for 1990 and a 
law rescinding foe Communism Resistance Law 
for the year 1990. 


TAFILAH (Petra) — The committee entrusted 
with following up repair works of images 
inflicted by last winter season's rainstorms and 
floods in southern Jordan commenced its works 
Saturday. Committee sources said that a com- 
plete study of the damaged projects was prepared 
after the committee members paid field visits to 
those projects in the govemorates of Karak, 
Tafilah and Maan. The committee was set up last 
month by the Minister of Public Works and 
Housing to supervise repair work and assess the 
damages and the funds needed for the projects. 


Unfit food destroyed 

ZARQA (Petra) — The Health Department i 
Zarqa Govemorate destroyed Saturday 1,49 
kilogrammes of food which was found unfit fo 
human consumption, according to foe depart 
ment Director Abdul Aziz Al Shreideh. Di 
Snreideh said the department’s inspectors bavi 
rarned out since last month about 4,343 inspec 
non tours of stores and restaurants. He said 4‘ 
stores were fined and 572 others were issuer 
warning for not abiding by the health and publi. 
safety regulations. 
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Putting the horse before the cart 

AMERICAN Secretary of State James Baker, who brings 
his latest peace mission to Jordan today, is unlikely to hear 
anything new in Amman except a reaffirmation of the 
Kingdom’s principled position against the backdrop of the 
momentum given to the peace process by Syria’s acceptance 
of President George Bush’s compromise proposals. 

It has been conveyed to Washington time and again that 
Jordan has been and still is very much committed to 
achieving a just and honourable peace settlement with Israel 
within the framework of a process which encompasses all 
elements, dimensions and aspects of the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict- Needless to say, it means, in no uncertain terms, that 
Israel has to relinquish the Arab territories it occupied 
during the 1967 war and recognise the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people, including their right to set op an 
independent state. There can and never be any compromise 
over this. 

Bnt if Mr. Baker is poshing his theme of “ confidence- 
building measures” between Israel and the Arab states as a 
priority before the actual peace process can get off the 
ground, then the American secretory of state is in for a 
surprise, given the fact that even a hypothetic Arab 
consideration of such steps has already been preempted by 
tiie Israeli reaffirmation that an exchange of land for peace 
is not the objective of any talks, if they take place at aD. Isn’t 
the entire purpose defeated by this simple Imrii declara- 
tion? 

In any event, Arabs have given op too much over the 
years to nothing bnt Israeli intransigence in return to be 
taken for another ride along the same route; this time In the 
form of dropping the boycott of Israel. It is simply a no-go 
situation, and Mr. Baker would be well-advised not to waste 
any energy in trying to put the cart before the horse. If 
anything, the secretory of state needs to preserve aD his 
prowess for his meetings with Israeli leaders later today. 

At the same time, the realities on the ground — 
particularly in the occupied Arab lands — and the shape of 
thing s to come dictate that any opportunity for peace should 
not be squandered away. As His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan pointed out Friday, there wfll not be any 
territory left to negotiate over if Israel managed to continue 
to step its decades-old “Arabs-are-not-serious-for-peace” 
song and dance number and gain time to reinforce its fait 
accompli — the settlements in the occupied lands. 

The Arab side has made its position load and dear that it 
is wilting for peace based on international legitimacy. United 
Nations resolutions, recognition of the rights of all parties 
involved, fairness and justice. Regretfully, that fa not the 
message we are getting from the Israeli side. 

Obviously, the question in the air fa simple and dear: Will 
Washington, for mice, switch from its stand that it 
cannot/wtil not twist the Israeli arm and apply pressure 
where it fa needed? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Hardly had U.S. Secretary of State James Baker made his 
statement in Damascus after meeting with Syrian officials 
disclosing that the talks were encouraging, than we heard Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and other Israeli leaders issue 
several statements in defiance of the American secretary and his 
current initiative to establish peace in the region, said A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily Saturday, The paper said that Mr. Shamir was 
followed by Defence Minister Moshe Arens and Foreign Minister 
David Levy saying that Mr. Baker's tour does not mean that 
Israel is in agreement over the negotiations for peace with the 
Arab states and that Syria's demand that Israel evacuate the 
occupied Golan Heights will not be regarded by Israel. The paper 
noted that such statements were not only a manifestation of 
Israel’s intransigence but constituted a real defiance to the 
international will and the U.S. administration. The paper said 
that the coming very few days would reveal whether the U.S. 
secretary will be able to confront such defiance and deal with 
Israel's intransigence and refusal of the international will. We will 
see if the American secretary will carry out what is needed of his 
task in order to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions or 
whether he will come back to the Arabs with further demands as 
put forth by Israel as a price for the negotiations, the paper noted. 
.The American intentions are not yet known to the Arabs and this 
will be the opportunity for Mr. Baker to disclose these intentions 
and it is a chance for the Arabs to coordinate their efforts at this 
stage, the paper called. It said that the Arabs ought to see that 
unless they coordinated their positions, they can by no means 
overcome Israel's intransigence and place real pressure on the 
American administration to act towards the establishment of 
peace. 

All the promises given to the people of southern Jordan by the 
previous government and the Parliament members have gone 
with the wind and the damaged areas because of the rain storms 
last winter remain untouched, said Moosa A1 AbdnUaL, a 
columnist in A1 Dustour Arabic daily. The writer noted that 
members of Parliament and ministers appeared on television to 
assure the residents of the south that plans have been worked out 
to help them resume their life again, and the government 
promised to cany out repair to the roads and bridges and to 
provide assistance to the farmers, but nothing has happened. The 
writer noted also that the southern regions of Jordan had been 
promised a fewer development projects than other areas and even 
these projects have not yet been implemented. The government 
should be prompted by national duty to extend immediate help to 
the south and to see to it that the southern regions get a share in 
development schemes on equal footing with the other regions, 
called the writer. He said we do not want to hear new pledges and 
promises from the new government or Parliament members but to 
see action, and we do not want to see reports on television about 
visits to the damaged areas but rather reports about reconstruc- 
tion work. The writer said the new ministers in the present 
government are now called on to fulfill the promises given by their 
colleagues in the former government which failed to provide the 
required help to the needy farmers and the residents of the south. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd A1 Fanek 


Economic damage has yet to come 


THE title of the article intends to establish two facts. Fust that the 
Jordanian economy was not heavily damaged in 1990 as a result of 
Gulf crisis. Second that the real economic impact of the crisis on 
Jordan has yet to take place. The impact will gradually be felt as 
from now and is expected to last for years to come. That unless 
Jordan receives massive external aid and Jordan’s debts are 
written off. 

It is obvious now that the immediate damage to the economy 
has so far been much less than feared, only tourism and transport 
were badly affected but for a relatively short period of time. 

It is true that due to the Gulf crisis Jordan lost one quarter of its 
export markets, one third of expatriates’ remittances, and all 
Arab aid, but, on the short run, Jordan was adequately 
compensated for those damages through foreign aid, concession- 
ary oil from Iraq, and suspension of debt service. On cash basis, 
the Jordanian balance of payments for 1990 showed a surplus of 
£342 million, which was added to the reserves. 

Gross domestic product was not slashed by the horrible ratios 
suggested in early estimates. GDP in 1990 is thought to be only 
7.9 per cent down in real terms instead of the previously 
anticipated growth rate of 3 per cent. 

However, the international financial compensation was only 
temporary. While Jordan may suffer in the longer run because the 


freeze of Arab aid may continue for years, foreign aid may dryup 
or decline sharply, creditors may start to put pressure on Jordan 
to resume payment and, above all, more Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian expatriates may return from Kuwait and other Gulf states 
while the country is ill-prepared to receive them. 

The budget deficit was covered early in 1991, but may worsen in 
1992 and beyond. The cash surplus in the balance of payments in 
1990 may be reversed into a painful deficit, and the high 
unemployment rate of 25 per cent may go even higher. 

The major burden on the economy will be the absorption of 
returnees and their families. If the number reached half a million, 
Jordan will need a minimum of $7.5 billion to build the badly 
needed facilities and infrastructure in education, health, water, 
sewage, electricity, transport, communication and housing^The- 
above figure is based on an assumed average cost of $15,000 to 
absorb one returnee, although the cost of absorption of one 
Jewish immigrant to Israel is estimated at $100,000, 

Before the Gulf crisis, the official conservative estimate of the 
unemployed stood at 100,000 or 16 per cent of the total labour 
force. Since then some 60,000 expatriates, mostly from Kuwait, 
returned to the country, together with 200,000 of their depen- 
dents. A small portion passed on to the West Bank or migrated to 
the new world but the majority settled in Jordan. Unemployment 


rose to 23 percent before taking into account the tocahloss of jobs 
in certain sectors, which should put total unemployment at 25 per 
cent. 

The Palestinian holocaust now in progress hv Kuwait meansthat 
more Jordanians and Palestinians will return. At least ; 100,000 
new jobs most be created in the country just to keep the 
unemployment rate that prevailed before the crisis. 

lie cost of investment to create one job in Jordan is estimated 
at $30,000. This means that at least S3 billion are needed. If this 
amount was added to the $7.5 billion needed to absorb the 
returnees, the overall amount required will be $10 .5 bflliou pr 300 
per cent of GDP. 

Foreign donors such as Japan, Germany, the EC and interna- 
tional institutions may have the impression that they have done 
enough, and that the Jordanian economy is not in bad shape and 
does not need more cash injections in the form of. grants and soft 
loans, but nothing is further from the truth. 

It is no more productive to go on talking about damages tbit 
happened to the Jordanian economy because of the Golf crisis. 
The large scale damages did not happen yet. Jordan does not only- 
need billions of dollars-to tackle its forthcoming economic mid. 
social burdens, and the write-off of its debts, it also needs a fair 
share of water from the Yarmouk and Jordan rivers, otherwise a 
major crisis will hit. 


The West lends a hand to a new-found ‘colleague’ 


By Mike Feinsilber 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When 
George Bush stoodonthe lawn in 
London, he sounded like he was 
trying hard to overlook a fellow's 
faults. 

“Yes, Mr. Bush conceded. 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
the Soviet Union was still “prop- 
ping up” Fidel Castro, “the one 
totalitarian dictator. Communist 
dictator, in our hemisphere” with 
economic aid — but “it’s very 
small.” 

And, Mr. Bush said, he had to 
compliment Mr. Gorbachev for 
achieving an arms control break- 
through while trying to cope with 
a country collapsing. 

Maybe it is the enormity of 
the problems facing Mr. Gor- 
bachev that makes people sym- 
pathetic. 

The empire is in revolt. His 
reforms are introducing inflation 
and unemployment to the weary 


Russians. He'd like to bring his 
troops home from old East Ger- 
many but has nowhere for them 
to live. The KGB and old-line 
communists are wary. And then 
there's Boris Yeltsin in the wings. 

Is Mikhail Gorbachev a friend 
or foe? Was this the week, in 
London, that put West and East 
in the same boat, both now bent 
on bailing it out? 

“I wouldn't feel right in saying 
they writ a friend, but I wouldn't 
think it right to say they're a foe,” 
said Raymond Garthoff. an arms 
control negotiator in the Nixon 
administration and the Carter 
administration's ambassador to 
Bulgaria. 

After all, Mr. Garthoff 
reasoned, if the Soviets were real- 
ly friends, arms control agree- 
ments wouldn't be necessary. 
“We don’t need one with Britain, 
for example.” 

And if America still has a 
significant military foe, his name 
is Gorbachev. By last month's 


estimate of the Arms Control 
Association, a private group, the 
Soviets have 11,212 nuclear war- 
heads aimed at the United States. 
If these are not the worst of 
times, they aren’t yet the best of 
times. 

But no one seems worried, 
except the hardliners. 

“Gorbachev remains commit- 
ted to preserving as much as he 
can of a system that is absolutely 
antithetical to everything we 
stand for and believe in and hold 
dear,” says Frank Gaffney, for- 
mer Reagan administration Pen- 
tagon official, who worries about 
the passing of American suspi- 
cions. 

“The reality is that Gorbachev 
is working for the hardliners, for 
the KGB. for the military, for the 
apparatchik.” Mr. Gaffney 
argued. 

“He remains a foe.” concurred 
Roger Robinson, former staff 
member of the Reagan adminis- 
tration’s National Security 
Council. 


“Gorbachev continues to 
spend billions of dollars annually 
to support bankrupt client states 
from Havana to Hanoi,” Mr. 
Robinson said. 

“Technological theft and 
espionage are on the rise. 
Strategic force modernisation con- 
tinues unabated. Moscow con- 
tinues to dedicate 25 per cent of 
its GNP to the military. The 
Baltic states and other secession- 
ist republics face untenable re- 
quirements like a five-year wait- 
ing period. And the fist goes on.” 

But even Ronald Reagan has 
come around to the view that Mr. 
Gorbachev — and he — turned 
the old world upside down. 

Mr. Reagan toured Moscow 
last September and harkened 
back to his Geneva summit with 
the Soviet leader, asking, “who 
would have thought that the 
warmth of that fireplace in Gene- 
va would melt the ice of the cold 
war?" 

Friend or foe? 


Beauty and the junkyard 


By Ivan nfidb 

WHERE does wealth come 
from? Every schoolboy can 
answer, the economy. Fine. 
But what is the economy? I 
was helped in my understand- 
ing of this question by reading 
Karl Polanyi’s interpretations 
of Aristotle. Aritstotle 
observed something new and 
unheard of in Athens. Some 
citizen merchants were using a 
previously unknown technique 
when they offered their goods 
in the market. Instead of sell- 
ing these goods at cost plus 
profit these innovators let the 
price vary according to offer 
and demand. Aristotle was fas- 
cinated that such a transaction 
could take place and wondered 
how it worked. Mr. Polanyi 
was the first to recognise this. 

He assembled a team of 
historians at Columbia Uni- 
versity. Each studied a diffe- 
rent society, trying to discover 
when prices first began to 
move according to supply and 
demand in ordinary times. All 
of them reported that the re- 
placement of simple trade by 
this marketing technique was 
not part of the ordinary soda! 
life in any ancient society. Such 
an arrangement only became 
the form of common behaviour 
at the time of Aristotle and 
after. 

Here, I began to see the first 
lineaments of what is today 
called the economy — a system 
resting on scarcity. 

No wonder Aristotle was 
surprised. Up to this historic- 
al moment, the management of 
goods necessary for everyday 
life in the city was nowhere 
structured in terms of scarcity. 
In fact, societies were general- 
ly so arranged that the experi- 
ence of scarcity could not 
emerge. 

Bade, then, to our question. 
Wealth is believed to come 
from the economy. But I have 
come to suspect that the prim- 
ary product of the economy is 
waste. To understand this ! 
suggest the use of the term 
“disvaiue.” 

Disvalue means something 
quite other than price, cost or 
economic loss. I strongly sus- 
pect the sodal creation of dis- 
value is the necessary condi- 
tion for the recognition and 
acceptance of. and desire for. 
mass products as valuable. Dis- 
value is necessarily related to a 
certain kind of economics be- 
cause it makes such an eco- 
nomy possible. Modern econo- 
mics presupposes the devalua- 
tion of culturally determined 
patterns of behaviour. The 


mass production of goods, ser- 
vices, and images demands 
cultural and environmental 
blight through the spread of 
disvalue throughout the sode- 
ty. The necessary matrix for 
the accumulation of economic 
value, the very character of a 
successful modern society, is 
the principled devaluation of 
traditional cultures. 

When I speak about dis- 
value, 1 refer to a historical, 
social ideal which may be the 
source of the fact that modern 
society has transformed the 
earth from an open, breathing 
space into a stinking junkyard. 

Waste is something more 
and other than an unwanted 
side effect of the economy. 
Waste is a disvalue, the condi- 
tion which makes modern 
forms of production possible. 
It is false to assume that all 
cultures had some kind of con- 
cept of waste, and that some 
were more successful than 
others in its management. 


economy, and the production 
of goods and services as the 
means to prevent being injured 
by these disvalues. 

Until quite recently, the 
cultural changes which come^ 
with enrichment were seen as a' 
necessary condition for human 
well-being. Needs seemed to 
arise. The economy turned 
them into demands for com- 
modities. And so the motor for 
more production was kept run- 
ning. Some began to see that 
most people then came to' de- 
pend on something historically 
new — commodities were a 
special type of good. And, by 
sodal definition, they were 
scarce. 

Human beings, then, came 
to be seen as needy, and sotie- 
ty as a collection of needy 
people. Now we see that all 
these cultural changes are a 
devaluation of self-sufficiency. 
Greater demand really means 
people arc more needy. Slow- 
ly. we begin to see that the 


“An essential condition for the 
flourishing and survival of any society is 
the protection and enhancement of the 
water-soil matrix of the environment. 
Western society, through the intensifica- 
tion and extension of disvalue, goes in the 
opposite direction.” . 


Progress conventionally 
means the accumulation of 
wealth. The development of 
productive capadty, the multi- 
plication of trained workers, 
the growth of savings, are seen 
as proof of this enrichment of 
sodety. More people, it is 
claimed, get more goods and 
services in the modern world. 
With simplistic assurance, eco- 
nomists tell us that the eco- 
nomy is a kind of machine 
which generates value. And for 
well over three generations, 
this naive assumption has been 
shared in a vulgar way by most 
people. 

Now it begins to sound hol- 
low. People suspect that the 
expansion of economic rela- 
tions into ever more aspects of 
everyday fife does not produce 
values but. rather, concen- 
trates privilege. And this pri- 
vilege. which only a higher 
income can buy. is prindpally 
an escape from the disvalue 
which affects the lives of all. 
Increasingly, disvalues appear 
as the principle output of the 


progressive devaluation of cul- 
ture. the environment and the 
human person is the driving 
force economic production. 

We no longer identify econo- 
mic growth with the improve- 
ment in the human condition. 
We have learned something 
about the sodal price of many 
products. And as societies ex- 
perience greater progress, so 
more refined heights of pri- 
vilege are created. 

In many ways enrichment 
means the colonisation of the 
future — to bequeath a stink- 
ing junkyard to our children. 
The damages done by increas- 
ing consumption necessarily 
entail a depleted, degraded 
and poisoned world. 

In the 1970s and 1980s we 
came to discover counter- 
productivity. Our major mod- 
ern institutions exercise a para- 
doxical power; they prevent 
most of their clients from 
reaching the goals for which 
they were originally designed 
and financed. In the sixties, 
this observation was taken as a 


joke. In the nineties, it is 
sheepishly and quietly taken 
for granted. Schools cannot 
but degrade more people than 
they privilege; health care can- 
not but create a more terrifying 
range of suffering and despair; 
the acceleration of transporta- 
tion cannot but make move- 
ment ever more time- 
consuming for the majority. 

Finally, disvalue becomes a 
kind of velvet python, squeez- 
ing all life out of us. T.S. 
Eliot’s hollow men now stalk 
the earth, zombie-like crea- 
tures, plugged into a grand and 
sparkling array of technologic- 
al wonders. 

A certain geo-sophical prin- 
ciple, an earth wisdom, has 
been violated. Through a con- 
tinual flow of the water cycle 
through the atmosphere, the 
topsoil and human culture, the 
earth lives in a kind of open 
system. Now we see that the 
contribution of culture is deci- 
sive for this system’s life. 

An essential condition for 
the flourishing and survival of 
any sodety is the protection 
and enhancement of the water- 
soil matrix of the environment. 
Western sodety, through the 
intensification and extension of 
disvalue, goes in the opposite 
direction. 

Mexico City is the very im- 
age of modernity, the micro- 
cosm of the West todav. ; 
There, excretia. junk, poison's-.* 
waste heat, cannot be trans- 
formed and radiated back into 
the cosmic cycle. The possibili- 
ties of human cultivation are 
smothered under the stinking 
blanket of a yellow-grey mias-- 
ma. The earth now evolves 
into a self-centred pile of trash 
where the accumulation of 
wastes extinguishes the 
rhythms of a living and brea- 
king planet. 

At its heart is what we call 
economics. And one can trace 
the history of economic de- 
velopment in the West from 
the scarcity underlying Aristo- 
tle's traders through the des- 
truction of autonomous cultu- 
ral responses to the human 
conditions, through the trans- 
formation of a planet into a 
junkyard, to the evisceration of 
the human comedy itself. 

• Professor Ivan Itlieh is the 
author of Deschooling Society 
and Medical Nemesis — Limits 
To Medicine. The above is an 
edited extract of an essay from 
In the Mirror of the Past which 
will be published in October 
(Marion Boyars). The extract 
is reprinted from the Guar- 
dian. 


“Fasdnating question,'* said 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
in an interview with the Associ- 
ated Press. “He is a mixture of 
complex things." 

Mr. Cheney said the bottom 
line is that this country really 
does not know what is going to 
happen inside the Soviet Union. 
But he said Gorbachev is in 
charge now, and “we have to deal 
with him, no matter where he’s 
headed. Whether he's going to 
continue down a reformist path 
or bark back to a more conven- 
tional type of Soviet leadership, 
we have to continue to work with 
him.” 

Hie old hostility is gone. Every 
few months produce a new occa- 


LETTERS 
Not exactly 


To the Editor: 


THANK you for giving ample space to the article “Bethleheni 
University: Despite the odds classes go on.” This article appeared 
in the Jordan Times on Tuesday, July 9, 1991 (page 5) as a report 
written by Debbie Lovatt. We acknowledge gratefully that the 
publication of this article is in One with the customary practice of 
the Jordanian information service which gives caring attention to, 
educational and non-educational matters in the occupied territory 
ies. 

However, we wish to submit to you some darification and 
redress of certain items of information that were presented by 
Miss Debbie Lovatt maybe inadvertently yet inaccurately in the 
above-mentioned report. 

■ 1. Regarding the pledge that foreign staff had to sign in orderto 
be allowed to teach at Bethlehem University, we wish to 
mention that this practice was enforced by the occupation . 
authorities during the academic year 1982-1983. We managed . 
to get past this enforcement, at the time, by increasing the 
number of our religious staff (brothers and nuns) on the 
faculty since these were not obliged to sign the pledge. As I 
have mentioned before, this situation prevailed in the year 
1982-83. As for die present, the religious staff (nuns, 
brothers, and priests "no “monks") constitute not more than 
10 per cent of the faculty. 

2. During the enforced closure of Bethlehem University from 
October 1987 to October 1990, all members of the faculty 
took part in teaching the university students off campus. This 
activity, contrary to what the report quotes me to have said, 
was not undertaken by only two of the teaching religious . 
brothers. In fact, the occupying military authorities would not 
allow any teacher, at the time, whether religious or civilian, 
to teach off campus. Yet, brothers, nuns, and all members of 
the faculty shouldered bravely their responsibility towards 
their students disregarding the dangers they were running in 
carrying out their educational duties off campus. Thus, I am 
sure I have never told Miss Debbie Lovatt that ”... these - 
brothers ‘had an unofficial agreement with the (Israeli) 
interior ministry that they could continue their off-campus 
teaching as long as they did not rock the boat.”’ 

Thank you again for the consideration and attention you give 
our university. I can assure you that Bethlehem University will 
keep its promise to provide quality education to its students who 
are dear to us ail as future leaders of our Palestinian society. 

Moosa Darwish, 
Public Relations Officer. 


Misleading information 


To the Editor: 

REFERENCE is made to the article published in Jordan Times' 
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sion upon which to proclaim the 
burial of the cold war — the fan 
of the Berlin wall. Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s cooperation in making . 
war on a Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. 

This week the buzz word in 
end- of-tbe -old-order rhetoric was 
“irrevocable."- Those who came 
out of the London meeting with 
Mr. Gorbachev said he had “irre- 
vocably” committed himself to 
reform. Mr. Bush said the com- 
mitment was “irreversible.” ; - • 
Mr. Gorbachev- himself used a 
term -that captured the new 
atmosphere. In referring to his , 
conferees in the summit talks, he 
called them “colleagues.” 

Not friend, yet not still foe, but 
colleague. 
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Parents can be teachers, too 
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Kuwaitis cannot manage without servants 


By Michael KuU 
Renter 

KUWAIT — Fatima Rabah’s life 
is hell. 

“We just can't live without 
servants,” .says the Kuwaiti 
mother of two. “My life has been 
a. misery since the Iraqis invaded 
our country,” .. .. 

To some Kuwaitis grown rich 
oh the emirate’s oil wealth, por- 
ting out the rubbish or making 
their own breakfast feels like a 
dirty act, an affront u> their self- 
esteem. 

They used to be waited os by 
cheap domestic labour from In- 
dia, Sri Lanka, -the Philippines 
and Bangladeshi But thousands 
of servants fled the country dur- 
ing the Iraqi occupation and have 
not returned . 

Many Kuwaitis resolved to be- 
come- more seif-reliant. Women 
who had never worked before 
took cookery courses while in 
exile in Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

But other Kuwaitis are not 
enjoying doing the chores round 
the house one biL 

“I have been waking up at 
nights to fix milk bottles- for my 
younger baby," Mr. Rabah said. 
“I haven't slept well formouths.” 

Even modest ’ Kuwaiti bouse- 
holds were used to al.least one 
servant. Women competed over 
who had the' largest 'domestic 
staff. Cooking, cleaning, and 
even raising children — aU these 
activities were beyond the experi- 
ence erf many Kuwaitis. 

“We can Bye without "cars, 
even without food for a while but 
without servants? no way,” said 
Mohammad Laitfa, who runs an. 
agency for foreign domestic 
labour. .... 

“I have been in this business 
for more than 20 years now and 
this is the -best year. I ever had. 
Thank you Saddam Hussein,” 
Mr. Laith said. . 

He added? “Servants -have 
been an essential part of our lives 
for years. Why not, if we can 
afford them?” • 

The government estimates 
there were some 250,000 ser- 
vants, mostly women, working in 
Kuwait before the Iraqi invasion. 
Only a few thousand have re- 
mained. 

The issue has gone right to the 
top of the political- agenda. 

One of the first, items being 


debated by the National Council . 
Kuwait's interim parliament 
which reopened this week, is a 
proposal to reduce the cost of 
visas for servants and io cut down 
on the red tape needed to apply 
for them. 

Politicians say one of the 
reasons why thousands of 
Kuwaitis are still reluctant to 
return ro the country four months 
after the end of the Gulf war is 
because they would have no ser- 
vants to look after them. 

There is also a dark side to the 
whole business. 

Domestic labour is very poorly 
paid and servants are open to all 
kinds of abuse from their em- 
ployers with little redress avail- 
able. 

m 

“People come here as servants 
to earn badly needed money for 
their families back home. But as 
often as not, they end up being 
beaten, robbed or raped.” said 
Had! Jassem who runs a servant 
agency. 

- Customers at the country’s 500 
agencies pick maids from picture 
catalogues. 

The authorities accept nobody 
under 20,- and consider few over 
35 because older women are 
deemed ‘‘unproductive’’. . 

Nationality and religion are 
also important criteria — Mus- 
lims are thought more wholesome 
in an Islamic country and are 
more expensive as a result. 

The agencies charge 270 dinars 
($770) to bring over a Sri Lankan 
Muslim, compared with 240 di- 
nars ($680) for a Christian. Indi- 
ans and Bangladeshis are cheap- 
er. 

The biggest shortage at the 
moment is of Filipinos. The Man- 
ila government last year refused 
to send any more of its citizens 
because of complaints of mis- 
treatment. 

'However some Filipinos are 
still being smuggled in through 
third countries, servant agency 
workers say. 

Sri Lankans, who accounted for 
the largest single group of ser- 
vants before the Gulf crisis, are 
now being drafted back en masse. 
Some 60,000, about two-thirds of 
the original number, are expected 
to return to Kuwait soon. 

*'I thought that after the war 
the demand for servants in 


Kuwait would decrease but it 
hasn't.” said Janakr Nakkawaita. 
the Sri Lankan charge d'affaires 
in Kuwait. 

■'ll is a painful thing to allow 
our people to suffer by working 
here,” he added. “But we are a 
poor nation and we need the 
remittances, wc rcallv do.” 


By Judith Judd 

WHEN a headteacher in a poor 
part of the north of England was 
asked by a researcher about pa- 
rents helping their under-fives to 
read and write, he replied; “You 
won't find much of that in this 
area.” 

He was wrong. Peter Hannon, 
from Sheffield University, found 
that most parents, even in dep- 
rived areas, spend time teaching 
their children the rudiments of 
reading and writing. He also 
found that most teachers worried 
about this. They believed parents 
might use the wrong methods or 
apply too much pressure. 

Despite the fashionable 
phrases about involving parents 
in children's learning, the notion 
that teacher always knows best 
dies hard. In 1967. the Plowden 
report urged a closer relationship 
between parents and teachers, 
hut educationists throughout the 
Sixties and early Seventies urged 
parents not to teach their children 
the alphabet before they started 
school. Thousands of middle- 
class parents obeyed, and then 
wondered why the children had 
difficulty learning to read. Lord 
Bullock, whose report on reading 
was published in IV75. attacked 
the “popular belief that children 
should not be taught their letters 
before they started school. 

Since then, politicians have 
adopted the cause of parent pow- 
er and evidence has accumulated 
that children who are helped by 
their parents before and after 


they start school gain a head 
star!. Research in Haringey, 
north London, and Conventry 
revealed that parental help with 
reading raised standards. 
Another study showed that in 
some ways home was a better 
place to iearn than school. Pro- 
fessor Peter Mortimore . now de- 
puty director of the Institute of 
Education in London, suggested 
that parents could improve not 
only their own children's attain- 
ments, but also those of schools. 

Yet the most recent study 
shows that many schools arc stilt 
unwilling to involve parents in 
their children's learning. 
Teachers argued that to do more 
than deal with individual requests 
for help would disadvantage chil- 
dren with less enthusiastic pa- 
rents. Sandra Jowett of the 
National Foundation for Educa- 
tional Research, who carried out 
the three-year project for the 
Department of Education, says: 
“Teachers underestimated both 
the parents' desire to help their 
children, and the extent to which 
it was already being done.” 

The words “parental involve- 
ment" may now be on every- 
body's lips, says Miss Jowett. but 
that does not mean that schools 
understand what they mean. A 
school with parent helpers in the 
classroom and meetings to ex- 
plain what is taught may still be 
failing many parents. Schools 
have to find ways of communicat- 
ing with those who do not turn 
up. 

Parents of all social classes 


want precise information about 
their children's progress and what 
they are being taught. Those who 
do not come into school may be 
just as interested; they may be 
simply too shy. or too busy. 
“Parents' concern over their lack 
of knowledge about their chil- 
dren's school lives and. in some 
instances, the confusing and un- 
helpful contact they had experi- 
enced with staff, were evident for 
all ages of children.” says the 
report. 

One mother was not allowed to 
hand over her child's dinner 
money because it was not in an 
envelope. Another spent 10 mi- 
nutes on a winter evening sear- 
ching for an unsignposted staff 
room. In some schools, the dia- 
logue between home and school 
was so poor that parents were 
made to feel guilty about what 
they had taught. One parent who 
attended a course before her son 
started school told the resear- 
chers: “I've learnt that I've been 
teaching Hugh wrong for four 
years. I've just been told it's 
completely wrong. I\e got to do 
it all over again." 

Doubts about the ability of 
parents to teach are harboured by 
both teachers and parents them- 
selves. Parents in Mr. Hannon's 
study were worried about 
whether they were doing the 
"right" things. Some teachers 
argue that parents who use 
methods that are different from 
those being used at school will 
muddle their children — for inst- 
ance. those who are taught letter 


names by their parents find it 
more difficult to iearn letter 
sounds at school. Mr. Hannon 
disagrees. *i don't think children 
have any difficulty learning both 
names and sounds. Parents who 
want to teach their children to 
read and write are absolutely 
right. Teachers try to divert chil- 
dren into safer kinds of activities 
because they are afraid parents 
will put pressure on. But every 
parent knows how difficult it is to 
put pressure on a four-vear-old to 
do anything — let alone read and 
write.” 

State schools vary enormously 
in the extent to which they in- 
volve parents. Even those that 
appear the same may be diffe- 
rent. Some primary schools with 
“shared reading" schemes re- 
spond conscientiously to parents' 
comments; others do not. Home- 
work diaries are checked daily in 
some secondary schools; in others 
they lapse after a couple of terms. 

Independent schools differ 
even more. The Independent 
Schools Information Service, 
which is still battling to persuade 
most private schools to accept 
parent governors, says that the 
involvement of parents in the 
fee-paying sector ranges from the 
independent day schools, where 
they are treated in much the same 
wav as their counterpans in the 
state system, to traditional board- 
ing schools, where they do not 
expect to be closely involved. 

Despite the political and edu- 
cational rhetoric, relations be- 


tween home and school are prog- 
ressing slowly. Humberside’s 
homeschool liaison scheme, 
which started two years ago, uses 
42 teachers to promote contact 
with parents. Alwyn Morgan, the 
school community officer, says 
that the county council is trying to 
show parents how they can help 
their children across the curricu- 
lum. “If parents' help raises stan- 
dards in reading, the same must 
be true of science and maths. We 
want to turn the old idea of 
homework on its head. Children 
should be encouraged, not repri- 
manded. if they ask for help from 
their parents.” 

Humberside parents are using 
a shared maths scheme called 
Impact, along with other games 
and activities, to improve their 
children’s literacy and numeracy. 
There is even a pack of activities 
on European Awareness for chil- 
dren and their parents to tackle 
together. A few parents are 
studying for GCSE exams in their 
children's schools. 

Mr. Morgan sees parents as 
educators, but understands 
teachers' fears. “Most teachers 
have not been trained to work 
with parents because in the past 
the importance of parents was not 
emphasised.” 

They have to change. Only 
when teachers are prepared to 
share with parents the task of 
education will we be on the way 
to raising standards for all Bri- 
tain's children — The Indepen- 
dent. 


Jews mark 500 years in Turkey 


By Ahmet Balan 

The Associated Press 


ISTANBUL. Turkey — In 1492, 
the year Columbus sailed west- 
ward from Spain, that nation’s 
Catholic rulers expelled its Jews. 
Many came east, to Turkey, 
where their descendants have 
lived in relative peace. 

As several countries plan 
observances of the historic 
voyage 500 years ago, Turkey’s 
Jews prepare to celebrate their 
own special anniversary and hon- 
our Bayezit fl. the Muslim sultan 
who welcomed the Spanish out- 
casts. 

About 26.000 Jews now live in 
Turkey, a predominantly Muslim 
nation of 57 million. 

Jak Kamhi. president of the 
Qmncemennial Foundation, said 
the Jews want “to express our 
thanks for having found a safe 
haven and a lasting home here, 
and tell the world about Turkey.” 
The foundation also has Muslim 
members. 

An estimated 150,000 Jews ar- 
rived in Turkey from Spain. 
Bayezit is quoted as having said 
at the lime; “The Catholic 
monarch Ferdinand was wrongly 
considered as wise, since he im- 
poverished Spain by the expul- 
sion of the Jews and enriched 
Turkey.” 

In prosperity and creativity, 
the Ottoman Jews came to rival 
those of Spain's golden age, 
which ended with the inquisition. 

Most court physicians were 
Jews, and Jews brought the first 
printing press to the Ottoman 
empire from Europe. 


Jews often conducted the 
empire's diplomacy. Salamon 
Ben Nathan Eskenazi, for exam- 
ple, arranged the first diplomatic 
relations with Britain. 

Turkey was the only Muslim 
country to recoenise Israel on its 
creation in 1948. 

Sami Kohen. a prominent jour- 
nalist. said the 500th anniversary 
celebration “is a milestone for the 
Jews, who ... are the descendents 
of the refugees who survived the 
inquisition by coming to Tur- 
key.” 

“It is, likewise, a happy event 
for the Muslim Turks, whose 
ancestors offered them a safe 
haven and later absorbed them as 
equal citizens,” he said. 

Life in Turkey has not always 
been easy for Jews. 

In the 1930s, there were anti- 
Jewish riots at Edirne, near the 
Bulgarian border. They and other 
minorities were subjected to 
heavy taxes in the early 1940s that 
ruined many families. 

Two Arabic-speaking terrorists 
burst into Istanbul's Neve Shalom 
synagogue in 1986 and killed 22 
worshippers. 

Today, Jews worry about the 
rise of Islamic fundamentalism in 
this officially secular country, but 
feel the benefits of life in Turkey 
far outweigh the difficulties. 

Turkish Jews and Muslims 
organised the Quincentennial 
Foundation of Istanbul in 1989 to 
prepare for the anniversary. The 
government .has not contributed 
financially, but has expressed its 
support. 

The foundation will roganise 
and sponsor exhibitions, sympo- 
siums. film showings and per- 


formances of dance, folklore and 
theatre through 1992. Three con- 
certs by the Israeli philharmonic 
are scheduled for July and Au- 
gust of the anniversary year. 

Verdi's “nabucco.” the story of 
the Babylonian King Nebuchad- 
nezzar. will be performed by the 
Turkish state opera at the Roman 
amphitheatre at Aspendos near 
Antakya, on the Mediterranean 
coast. 

Events also are planned in 
other countries, including the 
United States, Britain, France 
and Italy. 

Jews lived in Turkey long be- 
fore 1492. Remnants of Jewish 
settlements from the 4th century 
B.C. have been found in the 
Aegean region, and ruins of a 
synagogue at Sardis, near Izmir, 
date from 220 B.C. 

Communities of Jews 
flourished in Anatolia, or Asia 
Minor, during the 1,000 years of 
Byzantine rule and continued to 
prosper after the Turkish con- 
quest. 

In more recent times, the Jews 
of Turkey were kept from harm 
during World War II and Turkish 
diplomats saved Jews in other 
countries. Turkey was neutral un- 
til February 1945. when it de- 
clared war on Germany. 

Turkey had more than 100.000 
Jews in the 1930s. including many 
who had Oed the Nazis. The 
number dwindled with emigra- 
tion in the late 1940s to Israel, 
Western Europe and the United 
States. 

Sephardic Jews, whose ances- 
tors came from Spain, make up 
% per cent of those remaining. 


50 years of the funny thing called sex 


By Nardi Reeder Campion 

NEW YORK. — This week 16 
members of our family will 
gather in the Adirondacks to 
celebrate the day 50 years ago 
when a green girl promised to 
"love, honour and obey" 
(obeyl? a young blade fresh 
from Harvard. Neither he nor I 
had any clue what we were 
getting into. 

Exactly nine months after 
the wedding our first child was 
born, as was customary. I 
admired birth-control pioneer 
Margaret Sanger, but I had no 
idea what she was recommend- 
ing. We did our bit for the 
population explosion: five chil- 
dren, seven grandchildren, so 
far. 

When I was growing up, 
solid information on sex was 
difficult to come by. A friend's 
mother slipped us a book cal- 
led “Marjorie May's Thir- 
teenth Birthday.” We were 
stunned by its message: 
Women were made to have 
babies, thanks ro something 
called “a monthly cleansing,” 
and from now on we couldn’t 
be too careful. 

Our sex-related vocabularly 
was meager. Even if we knew 
the correct word for anything, 
we would not utter it. We said 
“bust" for breast and wouldn’t 
say “bra" in mixed company. 
Who could imagine going with- 
out a bra? 

Sex was a mystery to be 
solved by matrimony; we got 
married first and then lived 
together. After the wedding it 
was learning by doing. “Mar- 
riage itself was sexy.” writes 
Michael J. Arlen. Harvard '52. 
“Imagine sharing your bed 
with a female every’ night!" 

Some mothers dispensed a 
little sex instruction before the 


ceremony; others left that to 
the bridegroom. The classic 
British mother is supposed to 
have told her daughter, “just 
close your eyes, dear, and 
think about England.” 

In my family, sex was too 
serious to discuss. To obtain a 
marriage license in Virginia 
you had to pass a Wasserman 
test proving you had no 
venereal diseases. Our wed- 
ding was almost derailed be- 
cause my husband-to-be sent 
me a wisecracking telegram 
that was delivered by mistake 
to my father. I read; “How did 
you ever make out on your 
Wasserman test?” My father 
did noi laugh. 

But I side with Malcolm 
Muggeridge who said, “Sex is a 
funny thing and the older I get, 
the funnier it gets.” You might 
as well laugh. 

Laughing or not, my genera- 
tion has zoomed with the speed 
of light from the era of the 
chaperone to the era of the 
pill. 

Today it seems 5-year-olds 
know the correct word for ev- 
erything. When my classmate 
spilled hot coffee in her lap, 
her little granddaughter lisped, 
“Gwanny, did you bum your 
waging?” 

A few years ago I had the 
word vagina deleted by an edi- 
tor from a piece I published in 
The New York Times. Today 
The Times reports on Madon- 
na, the sexhibitionist. mastur- 
bating or simulating oral sex 
with a bottle of soda. Without 
batting an eye the newspaper 
quoted a female college stu- 
dent: 11 A year ago I wouldn't 
be caught dead with a condom, 
but now it's like an American 
Express card — you can't leave 
home without it.” 


When I was in college I had 
never heard the word condom 
and I thought oral sex meant 
talking a good game. 

In 50 years we have gone 
from a sex-oppressed to a sex- 
obsessed society. Make that a 
sex-drenched society. 

It’s refreshing when some- 
one suggests the whole thing is 
a bit overblown. 

In a Monty Python movie 
John Cleese shows us where 
we may be headed. A naked 
Geese and his naked wife are 
demonstrating sexual inter- 
course for a class of adoles- 
cents. Suddenly. Cleese ex- 
plodes in anger. Instead of 
watching the copulating cou- 
ple, the students are sneaking 
peeks at copies of Virgil hid- 
den in their laps. 

My generation deserves a 
medal for surviving the sexual 
revolution at all. 

Who can guess what lies 
ahead? Why not ding to the 
adage, “When you stop learn- 
ing it's time to die." 

I must say enlightenment 
took a long time. As one who 
is still learning. I'm happy to 
discover that although people 
age, emotions do not 

After half a century, that 
young blade from Harvard still 
delights me. On our 60th 
anniversary I hope we won't be 
like the fictitious deaf old cou- 
ple. At their party celebrating 
rheir 60 years of wedded bliss, 
he patted her hand and said, 
“I’m proud of you." 

She looked into his eyes and 
replied, "I'm tired of you, 
too.” 

The writer is author of 
“ Mother Ann Lee. Morning 
Star of the Shakers . " Her arti- 
cle is reprinted from The New 
York Times. 
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AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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sale - furnished or unfur- 
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Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 
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leather goods, 
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watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
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Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 

/ CHEN’S. s 
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RESTAURANT 
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A Unique Australian Expedience 
In Jordan. . 


M Types Of Insurance: 

•MOTOR •MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD • CARGO 

•FIRE •TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCDENT •ENGINEERING 
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[The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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TRAVEL SERVICES 
OFFICE 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Aouita wins again 

SAINT-DENIS, France (R) — World record holder Said Aouita 
consolidated his comeback with his second 1.500 metres win in a 
week. Aouita, who had surgery on the calf muscles of both legs in 
June last year, won in three minutes 37.71 seconds, ahead of 
Frenchman Pascal Thiebaut. “I am very happy,” the Moroccan 
said. "'This is even better than my four world records because it 
proves I’m coming back. At one stage, I lost confidence.” Aouita 
returned to the winning track Monday with a morale-boosting 
victory at the Nice Grand Prix meeting. He said he had not yet 
decided whether he would run the 1.500 or the 5,000 metres at the 
World Championships in Tokyo next month. High jump world 
record holder Javier Sotomayor of Cuba also showed some of his 
old form when be cleared 2.40 metres to equal the 1991 world best 
set by American Hollis Conway. He then failed in three attempts 
to set a new world mark of 2.45 metres, one centimetre above his 
current record. 

Leroy Burrell has sore back 

HOUSTON (AP) — Leroy Burrell, the world record-holder in 
the 100 metres, is suffering a sore back and a hamstring injury in 
bis left leg, his coach says. University of Houston track coach 
Tom Tellez told the Houston Post that Burrell left the European 
circuit and returned to Houston Thursday to begin treatment. He 
went through some stretcbing exercises and light jogging Thurs- 
day and is day-to-day on his training status. “(Burrells’s) leg is 
very tight and his back is bothering him a bit,” Tellez said 
Thursday. “He just needs some rest and therapy, and hopefully 
he’ll be all right.” Burrell first began complaining about his back 
and leg after a July 12 meet in London, where he competed in the 
200. On June 14, Burrell set a 9.90 world record in the 100 metres 
in the Athletics Congress National Championships. 

Christie is back to his best 

EDINBURGH (R) — European champion Linford Christie, who 
suffered his first 100 metres defeat of the season last Sunday, 
returned to winning form at an international meeting Friday. 
Christie, captaining Britain in a match against the Soviet Union, 
was out of his blocks quickly to resist another determined 
challenge from team mate Michael Rosswess. He docked 10.26 
seconds and Rosswess 10.30. Christie's latest victory wiped out 
the memory of finishing third at the Welsh games behind 
Americans James Trapp and Michael Bates, neither of whom 
made the final of last month's U.S. National Championships. Scot 
Yvonne Murray ran the world's fastest women's 3,000 metres of 
the year to score anemphadc win over compatriot Liz McColgan. 
She docked eight minutes 36.05 seconds to better the 8:38.23 
McColgan recorded in Nice Monday. 

Rourire dropped from French boxing bill 

PARIS (R) — American film star Mickey Rourke will not make 
his second appearance as a professional boxer in France next 
month because he demanded too much, manager Jean- 
Gbristopbe Courreges said Friday. Rourke, who made his debut 
last May, was due to appear on the undercard of a fight between 
former World super-middleweight champion Christophe Tiozzo 
of France and American Kevin Watts on Aug. 2 in Cannes. 
Tiozzo's manager Courreges said Rourke asked for $60,000 and 
seven plane tickets. He also wanted to choose his opponent and 
his hotel and said be would not appear on television. “1 simply 
could not accept such conditions because it would have been an 
insult for my boxers.” Courreges said. 

Albania lifts 28 -year ban on boxing 

TIRANA (R) — Albania has lifted a 28-year ban on boxing, 
outlawed after the sons of former Stalinist leader Enver Hoxha 
came home with bruises. Pavllo Dubi. head of the new Boxing 
Federation, said Friday the sport had been re-legalised by the 
minister for youth, culture and sports. Dudi said Hoxha, who 
ruled with an iron fist for 40 years, and his powerful wife 
Nexhmije banned boxing in 1963 after his two sons, both 
enthusiasts, came home from workouts with cats and bruises on 
their faces. A number of leading Albanian boxers who p rotested 
against the decision were thrown into jail, one of them for more 
than 20 years. 

Tigana will never play again’ 

PARIS (R) — Jean Tigana, one of the great names of the past 
decade in French soccer, said Friday he had decided to retire. 
*Tve bad offers from (third divirion) Endoume, (second division) 
Bordeaux and other clubs but I will never play football again,” 
Tigana said. Tigana, 35, was part of the magical French side who 
won the European Championship in 1984. He played last season 
for French champions Marseille but often had to stay on the 
substitutes’ bench. 


A1 Wahdat tops premier League 


By Ahmad Ismail 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Wahdat grabed 
the lead of the Premier League 
after beating A1 Jazireh 2-0 Fri- 
day, in the 5th stage of the soccer 
competition. 

Al Wafadad had everything 
under control from the beginning 
as Jihad Abdul Munem put them 
in the lead with the first goal m 
the third minute. Talal Rababa 
extended the score by hitting the 
second goal for Al Wahdat with a 
thrilling header in the 17th mi-, 
nute. AJ Jazireh sought to narrow 
the margin in the second half but. 
failed in their efforts. 

Al Faisali beat Al Jazireh 2-0 
too in the 4th stage in one of their 
poorest performances. 

Jamal Abu Abid converted in 
the 62th minute from a pass by his 
team-mate Subbi Sulaiman to 
give Al Faisali a late lead. Three 
minutes later, Khalid Awad led a 
fast offensive which clearly sur- 
prised the disorganised. Al Jazreh 
to score the second goal. 

Al Jazreh midfielder Tawfiq Al 
Sahib led his team mates in the 


attack during the last ten minutes 
as they tried to narrow' the margin 
but failed to score. 

Ai Ahli dramatically improved 
their chances of advancing by 
shocking Al Ramtha 3-2 in their 
match at Al Hussein Sport Gty 
Thursday. 

Al Ahli secured an early lead 
on a pair of goals set up by 
midfielder Abdul Razaq Kaw- 
kash who put Al Ahli in the lead 
in the 4tb minute with a breakway 
goal. 

Kawkash scored again ten mi- 
nutes later to make U 2-0 cashing 
in on Al Ramtha’s defence 
errors. Nart Yadaj calmly hit a 
low drive past the advancing 
Basam Al Bana to make it 3-0 in* 
the 60th minute. But, Al Ramth- 
a’s Ratib Al Dawoud shot from 
outside the penalty area into the 
far corner of the goal to make it 
3-1. 

Bad ran Al Shaqran netted Al 
Ramtha's second goal four mi- 
nutes before the final whistle 
after a goalmouth scramble from 
a cross by his team-mate Hussein 
Al Sbanaineh. 

Al Ramtha’s Salim Dhiyahat 


Senna survives crash 


HOCKENHEIM, Germany (R) 
— World Champion Ayrton Sen- 
na left hospital after his 300 kph 
crash during testing ou Friday 
and said: “I was very, very 
lucky.” 

The McLaren driver returned 
to the Hockenheim Circuit after 
rolling his car several times and 
was expected to be back in action 
for next weekend’s German 
Grand Prix. 

“I noticed about 500 metres 
before the first chicane that the 
left rear tyre had lost air. Then, 
shortly after, it just exploded,” 
said the Brazilian. 

Senna’s car was completely des- 


troyed and witnesses said the 
driver was thrown some five 
metres into the air. 

“I just remember my helmet 
pounding on the asphalt many 
times," he recalled. i 

Doctors at the Mannheim Cli- 
nic said Senna suffered extensive 
bruising - and wbiplash injuries 
from the crash on the circuit 
where Britain's Jim Clark was 
killed in 1968. 

Senna /winner of the first four 
Grands Prix of the season, cur- 
rently leads the championship by 
18 points over Britain's Nigel 
Mansell. 


Seles Is still fueding 
with Yugoslav Federation 


MAHWAH, N J. (AP) — Moni- 
ca Seles' fond with the Yugosla- 
vian Tennis Federation is still on. 

The world’s top-ranked player 
advanced to the semifinals of the 
$150,000 Pathmark Women's 
Tennis Classic Friday, then re- 
fused to commit herself to pfay 
for die Yugoslavian team next 
week in the Federation Cup in 
England. 

“They (the federation) haven't 
even called to find out if I’m okay 
and if Fm going to play,'* said the 
17-year-old Seles; who withdrew 
from Wimbledon due to shin 
splints and a stress fracture in her 
left leg. 

“When f was II or 12, 1 was a 
nobody and you have no idea 
bow they treated me. Now that 
Tm No. 1, I guess they feel that 
they need me." 

Seles, who was in seclusion for 
five weeks after the French 
Open, says that she's also check- 
ing to see if her leg condition has 
improved enough to make the 
trip to Nottingham Sunday. 

But it was obvious that she’s 
waiting for the call from the 
Yugoslavian tennis delegation. 

“Then I’ll have to sort it out 


and see if I want to (Hit everything 
behind us,” said Seles, reigning 
Australian and French Open 
champion. 

“The same people are still 
there. I don’t know if I can look 
them in the eye and l don't know 
if I want to represent the federa- 
tion.” 

Seles is obviously taking her 
time with the decision since play- 
ers who wish to compete in the 
1992 Olympics must make them- 
selves available for the Federa- 
tion Cup. 

An injury or a medical certifi- 
cate stating that her condition 
prevents her from playing would 
dear that obstade for Seles. 

Seles reached the semifinals of 
the pathmark event with a 6-2, 
6-1 victoiy over Jessica Emmons. 

Her next opponent will be sixth 
seed Kathy Rinaldi, the tourna- 
ment winner in 1985. Rinaldi 
scored a minor upset with a 6-3, 
6-3 victoiy over fourth seed 
Catarina Lindqvist of Sweden. 

The winner of the quarterfinal 
between No. 2 seed Jennifer Cap- 
riati and No. 8 Audra Keller will 
face No. 6 Peanut Louie Harper 
in Saturday's other semifinal. 
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Al AMi goalkeeper Salameh Eid saves a bah during the 
Al Ramtha Thursday (photo by Abdullah Ayoob) 

was sent off in the second half for in the fifth stage of the Premier 
aggressive play. League. 

Al Wahdat, Al Karmal and Ai One Jordanian SocceT Federa- 
Hussein have continued their tion official bitterly criticised the 
winning runs after beating Al performance of leading dubs. 
Arabi, Al Jeel and Al Qadissiya The official praised the newcor- 
respectivcly in the last stage. neis to the Premier League such 
On Sunday, Al Ahli and Al as Al Kannei who em brassed Al 
Karmal will play the last match Jeel. 


Italian wins 14th stage 
of Tour de France 


CASTRES, France (AP) — Ita- 
lian Bruno Cenghialta won the 
14th stage of the Tour de France 
Saturday, breaking away from a 
small group of five as the race 
returned to the flatlands. 

Spain’s Miguel Indurain re- 
tained the overall lead, finishing 
in the main pack about 1 minute, 
35 seconds behind Cenghialta. 

Charly Mottet of France was 
still second overall, with Italians 
Gianni Bugno and Claudio 
Chiappucd third and fourth. 

Three-time champion Greg 
Lemond remained fifth, 5:08 be- 
hind Indurain. 

The day's leg was a 172- 
kilometre stretch through the 
rolling fields in southern France 


from St. Gaudens to Castres. 

The riders recuperated after 
their two tough mountain stages 
in the Pyrenees which shook up 
the standings. 

Lemond, the defending cham- 
pion, went in 48 hours from a 
strong position atop the field to 
fifth place and struggling. 

“It's not finished,” he said, 
clearly disappointed, after Fri- 
day's stage- “There is still more 
than a week to go." 

There are eight stages remain- 
ing, with two moderate mountain 
days in the Alps next Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 

Some of his competitors felt 
after Friday’s stage that it 
already was too late for Lemond. 


Agassi reaches Washington semis 


WASHINGTON (R) — Top 
seeded Andre Agassi saved two 
set points in the opening set and 
went on to beat Swede Johan 
Carlsson 7-5, 6-2 in the quarter- 
finals of the $600,000 Washington 
'Classic Tennis Tournament. 

Leading 5-4, Carlsson, ranked 
number 205 in the world, had 
double set point at 1540 on 
Agassi's serve. 

The defending diampion saved 
the first with a winning forehand 
volley and escaped the next on a 
Carlsson backhand error. 

“Mentally. I hung in there,” 
said the American star, who has 


been the French Open runner-up 
in the last two years. “I got lucky 
on that first set point (against 
me), and then pulled it together 
quite well.” 

A pair of American seeds, 
number three Brad Gilbert and 
number four Richey Reneberg. 
were upset. However. 

Sixth seeded Jaime Yzaga of 
Peru ousted an error prone Re- 
neberg 6-3, 6-4 to gain a semifinal 
berth against Agassi. 

“Richey didn't have a good 
day, he n&hed too much and 
tried to wm points too fast,” said 
Yzaga number 44 in the world. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


I don't UNDERSTAND... I 
SIGNALED FOR A FASTBALL, 
CHARLIE BROWN... 


YOU THREW A FASTBALL, 
AND THE BATTER SWUNG 
I AT IT AND MISSED... 


HOW DID THAT] ^ 
HAPPEN ? J uO 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 21, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Fighter Foundation. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Thinking out a course of action 
that can bring you in contact with 
highly placed persons wilt occupy 
mast on your spare moments today 
and should work well to your 
advantage after the Full Moon on 
the 26th. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now can discuss with your 
partners whatever you have in 
mind with the assurance that they 
will be receptive to your desires 
and join forces. 

TAURUS:' (April 20 to May 20) 
You can so beautify and improve 
your surrounding that your life is 
more pleasant in the days ahead as 
well as having more operative skill. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is the time for you to have one of 
your happiest of days so make 
early appointments for doing the 
things that most appeal to you.’ 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make a point to be with 
bade interests and let your thing 
now be that which your only family 
appreciates and enjoys the most al 
home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get- 
ting out early to do the errands and 
the shopping and cany through 
with appointments is excellent for 
you so carry out such a plan in a 
happy mood. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your need for more of this 
world's goods is great and you can 
get them if you keep your mind 
and attention centered upon prop- 
erty matters. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have a special charm and 
magnetism now which can get you 
almost everything that you want so 
go after such with vim.vigor and 
vitality. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novenh 
ber 21) You now can spend the day ; 
finding out whatever puzzles you' 
or you do not understand then 
tonight is fine for romantic bappfc- 
oess and pleasures. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22'to 
December 21) This is your day to 
enjoy friends as soon as you-bave 
finished the projects you have- to 
da so make engagements early for 
the evening's recreation. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get into the many 
domestic duties facing you.- talk 
them over with your attachment 
and come to a new arrangement 
that will benefit both. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Let yourself be carried 
along the stream of new ideas and 
conditions now in your life and 
make as many new acquaintances 
as you can. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is your time to make a 
special point to get rid of whatev^j 
responsibilities have become 
burdensome and to show your in- 
terest in continuing with the satis- 
factory. 


“The stars impel, they do nor 
compel . " What you make of year 
life is largely up to you. 


Your horoscope has 
They work better together 
for you. 

Jt, 

World Resources- Dajani & Co. Ino, 
W Jewelers- Gems 

Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hotel- 6th. circle. 
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Unscramble those four JutnWes, 
one letter to each square, to fotm 
four ordinary words. 


SIFOT 


YASES 


RAYATS 


LUBEBB 


THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD GAME 
<0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

A soda) efimtar, and it 
looks Hko he's mekvig It 


HE CLIMB EF OUT 
OF HIS "STATU5 QVO* 
IN OR&ER TO 
IMPROVE THIS , 

— J 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: HfS 


Yesterday's 


‘I don’t like the padded shoul- 
ders. I'm afraid you're going 
to tackle me." 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbtas: GAILY VIPER HUNGRY MODEST 

Answer In that fleabag hotel on skid row, bed and board 
wars this— tHE SAME THING 
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THE Daily Crossword * 


Evalyu Benshoof 




W) V f 






SUREL.V 1 
YOU'RE J 
> not -<; 
LEAVING. 
ANDY?/ . 


IT'S A SWELL BhRTY, 
BUTI PROMISED^ 
^ FLORR1E GO ) 
STRAIGHT 'CTVAE ^ > 
FROM THE PUB 








■I MUST BE GETTW OLDT-6 

- THESE kAYS I'D <.jr 

P RATHER FACE IRE MUSIC f l 

rr 


GOOD! 
NOBODY WANTS To RENT 
^M^HOUSE/TUCy THINK 
IT'S haunted/ 
tTSkyoU SLEEP IN IT 
N I fi HT.r 











GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

rWl Tnta* imo frnci wc 

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO WIN A BOARD? 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

♦ 5 4 2 

: k 

' J 10 8 5 4 

♦ A K J 9 

WEST EAST 

4KJ93 ♦ Q 7 6 

'.952 i Q 4 

.* A K 7 9 6 3 

♦ 8 62 ♦ Q JO 764 

SOUTH 

♦ A 10 8 

' A J 10 8 7 6 3 

: Q 2 


* 3 

The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

I 

Pass 

1 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

2 ♦ 

Pass 

3 » 

Pass 

3 " 

Pass 

4 T 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 - 

Pass 

6 r 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lea± King of / 

Two players who first made their 
mark on the bridge scene mure than 
a half-century ago still manage to do 
well in national and international 
competition. Sara Sternum and 
George Rapee, hoth of New York 
City, were a formidable partnership 
hack then. Only a few months ago 
Rapee finished third in the World 
Team Championship in Geneva. 
Switzerland. More recently he was 
taking pari in the Fall North Ameri- 
can Championships in San Francis- 
co, where he suffered a cruel fate on 


this board from the ReLainger Team 
event. 

Many partnerships find it diffi- 
cult to stay out of a slam when open- 
er's first-bid suit does not contain 
une of the Iwu-Cup honors, and this 
North-South pair, who were using 
Key-Card Blackwood Ithc king of 
trumps counted as an ace in Lhe 
modified responding structure!, 
were no exception. When North's 
response to the Blackwood inquiry 
showed two key cards, South had no 
idea what was missing and so elect- 
ed to gamble on slam. Rapee led the 
king of diamonds and continued 
with the ace. When the queen of 
trumps dropped, declarer had the 
rest of the tricks— down one. 

This board should have been an 
easy win fur the Rapee team, but 
waLch what happened at the other 
table, where the contract was a mere 
four hearts. Here, too, the opening 
lead was the king of diamonds, and 
West then found the deadly shift to 
a spade, threatening declarer with 
the loss of two tricks each in dia- 
monds and spades and possibly the 
queen of trumps, while removing a 
key entry to the closed hand. Since 
declarer could no longer first try to 
drop the queen of hearts, be had to 
decide immediately whether to rely 
on telling the lady' or on taking the 
club finesse and so getting rid of two 
losers on the clubs. The finesse was 
the better chance, so declarer went 
for it — down two! 


ACROSS 
1 Saige 
5 Blanch 
9 CoHege gp. 

13 Reel material 
"■5 Hyalite 

16 Eng river 

17 Designer 
Simpson 

IB A Roospvefr 

19 One 

20 Perform a 

aanng action 

22 Brusque 

23 — ana hounds 
2-1 Marry « haste 
26 Seller □( 

foodstuffs 

30 Revered one 

31 Aimosphere 

32 Jao 

35 Arm partly 
3B Darl> ttuish-gray 
4i Night bird 
A2 Alarm 
*3 Prescribing 
punishment 
44 Leak slowly 
-6 Kartivah cord 
<7 — nostrum 

49 Narrated more 
man once 

51 Alan Ladd film 
53 Send 
SS Pomade 

50 Classify 
S3 isr. dance 
63 Top 

M Eatery 

65 Hamsiey sitcom 

66 Base baW team 

67 Outer 

68 Sweet potatoes 

69 NM resort 

70 Predicament 

DOWN 

1 Wound cover 

2 Morse or area 

3 Soviet city 
A Bulwark 

5 Contusing 
problem 

6 With alacrity 

7 Zhivago's 
lave 

B JuCulant 



f 7 ' '** *?» Media Sarwcos. Int 

An fhgrea Resorted 


9 Modified 
basebac game 

10 Incur (a huge 
brill 

11 Stage whisper 

12 Head: Fr. 

14 River ol 

Forgetfulness 
21 Dwelt (on) 

25 'Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes" 
author 

26 Intake of breath 

27 Guide • 

28 Algerian port 

39 Log rafts 
30 Faineant 

33 Flower 

34 Have debts 

36 ■■Otnebo" name 

37 USSR river 

38 Score sc 
pmocMe 

40 Flair 

45 Smug one* 

48 Disavow 
SOLyncpoem- 


Yesterday's Pnzzfa SohrAfr 


ERSE SHSaw rcciniR 

nrapri none 

tnmnn EIHfaHEi nrann 


51 Leaf opening . 55 •( 

52 Part of a .57 c, 

Moslem . mT 
household ■ ' 59 


. 55 l Orte.Hoa 
' -57'Sflrttoan-c 
58 Affluent 
" 59 .■'—.each. 
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Mao Voik .yi ( ' VfHjr 
CCdx. CL L-iC- 
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Sniw Franc 


Krrm-fr Frsrar l ' 


European t jirrehy l' nit 
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Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyai - 


fAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


CAB IxliKs for Amman Financial 


Index - - 

.10/7/1991 flnse 

AU-Sbare 

7 10.24 

Banking Sector 

• 705.52 


J7/7’199I u«c 



IBM reports plunge in 
earnings, to trim workforce 

NEW YORK (R) — International Business Machines (IBM), the 
world's biggest computer maker, said Friday that it suffered a 92 per 
cent drop in profits for the second quarter and plans to cot its global 
workforce . by 17,000. _ 

IBM said it earned $114 million in the second quarter of 1991. 
equivalent to 20 cents a share, compared with S1.41 billion or $2.45 a 
share for the same period in 1990. 

The company said 1991 may mark the first year since 1946 that 
IBM did not post revenue growth. 

ft said it would reduce its worldwide workforce by at least 17,000 
employees this year. It said all the cuts will be voluntary. The cut, 
represe n ts almost five per cent of the company's 373,000 workers 
worldwide. 


Tel: 677420 


Show: 5 : 15 . KJO. 1030 p.m. 


Ninja Turtles 


Show: 3 : 30 . 6:45 p.m. 




Tel: 67i 


To Be Opened Soon 

NabilMashini 


Egypt reschedules 
$5 h remaining debt 
to United States 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has. resche- 
duled its last remaining debt of $5 
billion to the United States, offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

Hasan Selim, undersecretary 
at the ministry' of international 
cooperation, signed an agree- 
ment in Washington Friday, the 
ministry said. 

The daily Al Ah ram newspaper 
said that terms for the agreement 
allowed Egypt four years grace 
from repaying the debt, ten years 
grace from repaying the princip- 
al. and concessional interest rates 
varying between 2.8 and three 
per cent. 

The debt is Egypt's last remain- 
ing to the United States after 
Washington forgave $7 billion of 
military debt during the Gulf 
crisis, when Cairo played a lead- 
ing role in the U.S.-led alliance 
which drove Iraq out of Kuwait in 
February. 

It was rescheduled over 20 
years. 


“This is simply the bilateral 
implementation of what was 
agreed at the Paris Club." said a 
Western economist based in 
Cairo. 

He added that most of Egypt's 
outstanding debt to (he United 
States was originally agreed on 
concessional terms for develop- 
ment projects and essential food 
imports. 

Egyptian and American offi- 
cials were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

In May, the Paris Club of 
creditor nations and international 
aid organisations reduced Egypt's 
$35 billion debt by more than $10 
billion, after Cairo reached a 
standby credit agreement with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The group also decided to res- 
chedule Egypt's remaining debt, 
but details were left to individual 
creditors to agree. 


French inflation rate 
falls to 3.3 per cent 


PARIS (R) — French vear-on- 
vear inflation in June fell below 
that of Germany for the first time 
since 1973. symbolically capping 
three years of tough policies 
under Finance Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy to reduce the cost of 
living. 

In the 12 months to June. 
French consumer prices rose 3.3 
per cent, the national statistics 
office 1NSEE has said. German 
prices rose 3.5 per cent in the 
same period. 

Mr. Beregovoy's campaign to 
strengthen the franc and break 
France's reputation for high infla- 
tion has been fought on tight 
money and budgetary policies 
that earned him praise from 
financial traders. Some critics un 
the French left have accused him 
of deserting his socialist princi- 
ples. 

But France's victory over Ger- 
many to become the "good pupil 
in inflation" has also been helped 
by Bonn’* need to rebuild its 
eastern states following German 


unification Iasi year. 

Reconstruction in what 
used to he communist East Ger- 
many has unleashed demand for 
vast amounts of investment 
money. German inflation is set to 
jump to four per cent this month 
due to higher fuel and other taxes 
to pay for the rebuilding effort. 

Economists said France, where 
they predict annual inflation to 
fall to 2.8 per cent or less by the 
end of the year, could stay ahead 
in the cost of living race for the 
next two years. 

Financial markets are speculat- 
ing that the widely anticipated 
news from INSEE might encour- 
age the Bank of France to make -« 
small cut in interest rales next 
week. 

Prime Minister Edith Cresson 
is keen to ease borrowing costs 
for French businesses struggling 
to cope with a stalled economy. 
French property rates and unem- 
ployment are among the highest 
in the industrial world. 


International Advertising Association 
appoints new chief for M.E., Africa 


LONDON — Roger Neill, world 
president of tbe International 
Advertising Association (IAA). 
and BozeU Europe the chief ex- 
ecutive have announced that the 
IAA executive committee unani- 
mously endorsed Ramzi Reda 
Raad to fill the position of IAA 
vice-president/area director for 
Middle East/Africa. The position 
was previously held by IAA 
senior vice-president Mustapha 
Assad, who will dedicate himself 
to preparation for his term as 
IAA world president, commenc- 
ing September 1992. 

Mr. Raad began his IAA in- 
volvement with the Lebanon chapter 
and in April 1987, be was elected 
president of the IAA United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) chapter. 

Mr. Raad counts over 24 years 
in advertising, of which 22 have 
been with the Intennarkets 
Group, a leading advertising net- 
work of the Middle East, of 
which be is an active executive as 
well as a shareholder. 

In 1984. he was named execu- 
tive vice president and the prom- 
otion carried yet another move — 
this time to Intennarkets Europe 
in London where he was actively 
involved in developing new busi- 



Ramri Reda Raad 

ness for the goup. Since October 
1986, Mr. Raad has been operat- 
ing out of Intermarkets UAE in 
Dubai. 

The lAA’s global network 
comprises more than 2,800 mem- 
bers in 78 countries that account 
for 97% of global advertising 
expenditures. The association has 
93 corporate members, 37 organi- 
sational members and 40 chapters 
in major international centres. 
The world secretariat is located in 
New York City. 


LOST PASSPORT 

I, Kawaljit Singh Komli. Indian national lost my passport No. E 
134204 issued in Kuwait. 

If found please deliver to Indian Embassy, tel.: 637262 
or contact tel.: 693361, Mr. Khaldoun. 
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Abu Dhabi government attacks 
unjustified closure of BCCI 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
government of Abu phabi placed 
a full-page newspaper advertise- 
ment Friday criticising the Bank 
of England and other institutions 
for their “unjustified action" in 
closing the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International < BCCI). 

The statement from the major- 
ity shareholders said that if a 
restructuring plan for BCCI had 
been allowed to proceed, "no 
depositors' money would have 
been lost.” 

The statement, which was re- 
leased in London Tuesday, 
appeared in the Times of London 
Friday. The majority sharehol- 
ders in the Luxembourg- 
registered bank, with a 77.4 per 
cent stake, are Abu Dhabi's rul- 
er. Sheikh Zayed Al N ah ay an, 
the government of Abu Dhabi, 
and the Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority. 

The shareholders said they 
were "shocked by the abrupt 
action” taken by the Bank of 
England, the Luxembourg 
Monetary Institute and other reg- 
ulators to freeze its assets and 
close its operating brandies. It 
said the majority shareholders 
and the central bank of the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates were not con- 
sulted. 

The Bank of England, which 
coordinated the seizure by about 
a dozen countries, dted evidence 
of widespread fraud over a long 
period of time. 

The Times Friday quoted Bank 
of England Governor Robin 
Leigh-Pemberton as telling a 
group of parliament members 


that BCCI was channelling unre- 
corded deposits around the world 
through a secret "bank within a 
back.” 

The Bank of England could not 
warn Sheikh Zayed of its plan to 
dose BCCI since a senior bank 
offidal in Abu Dhabi was a cen- 
tral figure in the fraud, the paper 
quoted Mr. Leigh-Pemberton as 
saying. 

The shareholders' statement 
S3id: "The action taken on 5th 
July has resulted in severe prob- 
lems, including financial hardship 
in many cases, for more than one 
and a quarter million depositors 
of the group worldwide and some 
12,000 staff are likely to lose their 
jobs.” 

“It has resulted in the destruc- 
tion, at a stroke, of what the 
majority shareholders believe is a 
well-structured and viable future 
pain," the statement added. 

The plan, which the sharehol- 
ders said was discussed with the 
Bank of England, called for the 
disposal of the group's banking 
activities and the formation of 
three new banks, to be based in 
London. Abu Dhabi and Hong 
Kong, the statement said. 

The plan was at an advanced 
stage and the new banks would 
have begun operating in January 
1992, it said. 

“If the restructuring plan had 
been allowed to proceed, the 
majority shareholders have no 
doubt that no depositors' money 
would have been lost." it said. 

"The majority shareholders de- 
plore what they consider to be the 




Banker says he gave 
former Greek premier 
millions in stolen money 

ATHENS fR) — Greek banker blackmailed bv Mr. Pananr 


ATHENS (R) — Greek banker 
George Koskotas, the main wit- 
ness in a $200 million scandal, 
told a special court he gave $8 
million of stolen money to former 
Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou. 

Mr. Papandreou. socialist pre- 
mier from 1981 to 1989, was 
charged by parliament in Septem- 
ber 1989 with accepting bribes 
and stolen money in connection 
with the embezzlement scandal at 
the private Bank of Crete, which 
Mr. Koskotas owned and ran. 

Mr. Koskotas produced what 
he claimed was a handwritten 
note by Mr. Papandreou asking 
him to deposit $8 million at a 
London bank. 

“In a meeting we had at Mr. 
Papandreou's house in June 1988, 
he asked me to deposit $8 million 
at a bank in London. He wrote 
down the name of the bank, the 
account number of a company he 
apparently controlled and the 
name of the bank’s manager." 
Mr. Koskotas said. 

"The money, which came from 
the Bank of Crete, was converted 
from drachmas to dollars and 
deposited in London in Septem- 
ber. You only have to ask the 
bank to see that what I am saying 
is true," he added. 

Mr. Koskotas said the transac- 
tion was made through Marcel 
Sanders, an associate of Mr. 
Papandreou in Brussels, and 
claimed the two men were in- 
volved in illegal arms sales worth 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

He presented to the court com- 
pany accounts from around the 
world which he said were control- 
led by Mr. Papandreou or his 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(Pasok) and in which the money 
from the arms deals was depo- 
sited through Mr. Sanders. 

Mr. Koskotas. 38, rose from 
bank clerk to finance and media 
tycoon during the years of social- 
ist rule. He has said he was 


Saudi Cable Co. reports 
big drop in net profit 


Show: 3 : 30 . 630 . 830 p.m. 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The 
Saudi Cable Company said the 
Gulf crisis sent its 1990 net profit 
piummetting to 2.57 million riyals 
($685,000) from 38.25 million 
($10.2 million) the previous year. 

The Jeddah-based firm said in 
an annual report that the loss of 
lucrative export orders from Iraq 
and Kuwait led to the huge drop 
in its profits. 

“The events in the region 
caused a big catastrophe for the 
company, it had attained a high 
level of trade with Iraq, and was 
aiming to expand these links 
when the plans collapsed,” Chair- 
man Khaikl Zainal Ali Reda said 
in the report. 

No 1990 dividend would be 
distributed to shareholders 
against a 13.5 million riyai ($3.6 
million) dividend in 1989, the 
report said. 

A company spokesman said 


better results were expected in 
1991 because Saudi Cable had 
earned 18.1 million riyals ($4.8 
million) in net profit during the 
first five months of 1991 alone. 
Tbe company is owned by share- 
holders in Bahrain. Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

Export orders grew to 370 mil- 
lion riyals ($99 million) in 1990 
from 317 million riyals ($84.5 
million) in 19S9. Fawax Al 
Alamy, executive vice-president, 
told Reuters by telephone. 

But he said the firm lost 250 
million riyals ($66.7 million) of 
confirmed orders from Iraq and 
Kuwait which would have earned 
40 million riyals ($10.6 million) in 
profit. 

Orders from other countries 
were less profitable because cable 
markets there were more com- 
petitive. he said 


unjustified action taken by the 
Bank of England, the Luxem- 
bourg Monetary Institute and 
other regulators on July 5, 1991." 
the statement said. 

The shareholders also said they 
didn’t absolve the accounting 
firm Price Waterhouse of respon- 
sibility for not having discovered 
irregularities earlier. Price 
Waterhouse has been the group's 
accountant since 1987, they said. 

It was a Price Waterhouse re- 
port submitted to the Bank of 
England that prompted BCCrs 
seizure, the central bank has said. 

The shareholders said they bad 
injected substantia] amount of 
new capital and had made man- 
agement changes to counter 
BCCI’s losses and operating 
problems, the statement said. 

Meanwhile, a major group of 
depositors with BCCI in Britain 
will fight a court petition to wind 
up English operations of the 
frozen bank, lawyers for the de- 
positors said Friday. 

The Bank of England, Britain’s 
central bank, is due to start pro- 
ceedings Monday to close BCCI. 

"Having regard to the substan- 
tial sums they stand to lose if 
BCCI goes into liquidation, they 
believe that the shareholders 
should be given a reasonable 
opportunity to develop a plan 
acceptable to the court and the 
British regulators.” lawyer Ian 
Fletcher of London law firm 
Richards Butler, said. 

The firm said its clients' de- 
posits with BCCI totalled £236 
million ($400 million). 


Another firm spokesman said 
the court would be asked to delay 
proceedings for 30 days. 

“Nothing can be lost by giving 
people time to prepare,” he said, 
adding that most of his firm's 
clients held large deposits in fore- 
ign currency, and would be 
helped very little by a British 
deposit protection plan. 

Neither were they in a position 
to cover their losses. 

“The vast majority of our 
clients we represent are indi- 
viduals or businessmen. We are 
not dealing with major institu- 
tions.” he said. 

The spokesman said more in- 
formation about the bank’s op- 
erations could come to light if the 
court delayed action. 

Since the July 5 closure details 
have emerged almost daily of 
letters and reports sent as long as 
a year ago to the Bank of Eng- 
land, the treasury and other gov- 
ernment departments detailing 
alleged fraud — putting tbe gov- 
ernment on the defensive. 

Earlier Friday, the government 
announced an independent in-* 
quiry into the handling of the 
affair. 

But the government also indi- 
cated priority would be given to 
insured small deposit holders, 
who cannot collect any money 
until the bank is wound down. 

“The Bank of England is put- 
ting an enormous effort into 
bringing tbe deposit protection 
scheme" into action as soon as 
humanly posable,” Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Norman Lamoot 
said. 


blackmailed by Mr. Papandreou 
to give him money or go to jail. 

He accused the former premier 
of instigating a scheme to deposit 
state funds at the Bank of Crete 
and then skim off millions of 
dollars in interest. 

He alleges the cash went ro Mr. 
Papandreou. often delivered to 
him in nappy boxes, and other 
members of Pasok. 

“In June 1988 slate auditors 
came to the Bank of Crete to look 
into its transactions. I was very 
nervous and called Mr. Papan- 
dreou telling him that if the au- 
ditors checked the books the 
embezzlement would be revealed 
immediately.'' Mr. Koskotas 
said. 

‘“Don’t worry*, he told me. 
‘As long as 1 am prime minister 
no checking will take place'. In- 
deed. a short while after the 
auditors left without looking into 
the bank's transactions." he said. 

Mr. Koskotas alleged that Mr. 
Papandreou ordered him to set 
up magazines, a radio station and 
newspapers to support Pasok. He 
bought the country's biggest soc- 
cer club Olympiakos to win the 
support of its fans. 

The scandal contributed heavi- 
ly to Pasok's election defeat in 
June 1989 after eight years in 
power. 

Mr. Papandreou. 72. could 
face life in prison if convicted but 
he denies wrongdoing and has 
refused to attend the trial, saying 
it is a political plot to destroy him 
and his party. 

Mr. Koskotas fled Greece in 
November 1988 after being 
charged with fraud and embezzle- 
ment at the Bank of Crete and 
returned in June from the United 
States after a long fight against 
extradition. 

Mr. Koskotas has said he has 
so many tales of socialist corrup- 
tion that he could be on the 
witness stand for two months. He 
will go on trial himself after he 
finishes his testimony. 


Oman issues 10m riyals 
of government bonds 

MANAMA. Bahrain (R) — Oman Saturday issued its first 10 million 
riyals ($26 million) of government bonds to help fund devel opm ent 
projects in the sultanate. 

The Central Bank of Oman said tbe new five-year development 
bonds carried an interest rate of 8.5 per cent. 

ft plans to issue a total 429 million riyals ($1.12 billion) of the 
1,000-riyal bonds in 1991-95 to help cover a larger than expected 
deficit in the five-year economic plan. 

Tbe centra] bank said the bonds would be offered to local and 
foreign banks, companies and investors in tbe sultanate. 

The plan, basing estimates on an average S19 to $20 for a band of 
crude over the period, set a total deficit of 879 million riyals on 
revenue of 8.43 billion riyals. 

Oman now expects an average oil price nearer $15 to $15.5 a 
barrel. Tbe riyai is fixed at 0.385 to the dollar. 

Bankers say Oman is also negotiating a $300 million syndicated 
loan through international banks, probably to be led by Bahrain- 
based Gulf International Bank. 


Paris guarantees 1.2b francs in 
export credits to Romania 

PARIS (R) — France has guaranteed Romania 1.2 billion francs 
($200 million) in export credits, Romanian Finance Minister Eugen 
Dijmarescu said Friday. 

Mr. Dijmarescu. accompanying Prime Minister Pet re Roman on a 
two-day visit to France, also told a news conference he hoped 
Romania's annual inflation rate would drop from 140 per cent to 15 
per cent by the end of the year. 

Mr. Roman said Romania would soon sign contracts with French 
firms including Alcatel Alsthom for a telephone network project. 
Bouygues for building a commercial centre and Sucden for a sugar 
refining project. He gave no figures. 


U.S. government bank 
guarantees loan to Soviets 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government's Export- Im- 
port Bank has agreed to guaran- 
tee a $17.3 million loan by a 
private bank to the Soviet Union, 
the first such guarantee in 17 
years. 

Participants in a deal to sell 
U.S. equipment for manufactur- 
ing batteries to the Soviet Union 
tried in vain to get a bank loan 
without the guarantee. But Presi- 
dent George Bush waived the 
prohibition of help from the gov- 
ernment bank, making the 
guarantee possible. 

“The new U.S. equipment will 
replace Soviet-made equipment 
that is approximately 20 years old 
and highly inefficient." the bank 
said in a statement announcing the 
decision by its board of directors. 

The bank's major job is to 
promote the sale of U.S. indust- 


rial goods abroad. It is prevented 
from dealing with the Soviet Un- 
ion by legislation enacted because 
of Soviet limits on emigration of 
Jews and others, unless the presi- 
dent waives the law. 

There remains a statutory limit 
of $300 million on the amount tbe 
bank may finance for the Soviets. 
Officials expect that limit will 
soon be reached because of the 
great Soviet need for foreign 
funds, and new action by Con*' 
gress would be needed to increase 
it. 

The bank said a commercial 
lender has not yet been found for 
the battery equipment venture, 
but a spokesman said no difficulty 
is expected. The official guaran- 
tee may also encourage a bank to 
allow a lower rate of interest than 
the project might otherwise have 
to pay. 
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BANGKOK. Thailand (AP) — 
Calling Burma “a hell for human 
rights,” a U.S. senator 
announced that U.S. President 
George Bush has decided to im- 
pose economic sanctions against 
the military-run South East Asian 
nation. 

“This action will again affirm 
that the people of the United 
States stand together with the 
Burmese people, and against the 
brutal dictatorship that enslaves 
them,” Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan said in a statement 
received Saturday. 

In his statement to the U.S. 
Senate. Sen. Moynihan also 
lauded opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi, who Saturday began 
her third year under house arrest 
in the Burmese capital Rangoon. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi has become the 
symbol of Burma's democracy 
movement, which was brutally 
crushed in 1988 by a military 
junta which has since ruled the 
country with an iron hand. 
Thousands of protesters were kil- 
led in the crackdown. 

Sen. Moynihan sponsored a 
section of the U.S. customs and 
trade act of 1990 which required 
the U.S. president to impose 
sanctions against Burma if certain 
conditions were not met by that 
country. 

These conditions include coop- 
eration in efforts to curb the 
heroin and opium trade, the re- 
lease of political prisoners, the 
end of martial law and the trans- 
fer to power by the military to a 
civilian government. 

The U.S. State Department 
has estimated some 2,000 Bur- 
mese have been detained for poli- 
tical reasons. 

Rangoon residents say Mrs. 
Suu Kyi. the daughter of Aung 
Sari, the legendary here of Bur- 
ma’s independence struggle 
against Britain, lives a spartan life 
and is not allowed visitors to her 
home on University Avenue in 
Rangoon. 

Mrs. Suu Kyi, 4b. was swept 
into prominence during the 
nationwide pro-democracy upris- 
ing in 1988. The nation of 41 
million has been ruled by the 
military since it overthrew a civi- 
lian government in 1962. 

To placate an angry populace, 
the military rulers allowed the 
formation of political parlies and 
announced elections would be 
held. Although she was barred 
from running herself, Mrs. Suu 
Kyi’s National League for Demo- 
cracy swept the May 1989 elec- 
tions. 

But the junta has refused to 
hand power to the winners, a 
number of whom have been im- 
prisoned or forced to flee the 
country. 

"She is a leader of such poweT 
and force that the Burmese milit- 
ary dictatorship remains so afraid 
of her that she has been silenced 
for two years,” Sen. Moynihan 
said in his Friday statement. 

Sen. Moynihan said he had 
been notified by the U.S. State 
Department that the Bush admi- 
nistration has decided to imple- 
ment economic sanctions against 
Burma. His statement did not say 
when the sanctions would be im- 
posed. 

The State Department could 
not be immediately reached for 
details. 

“The U.S. market will not re- 
main open to Burma as long as it 
remains a hell for human rights,” 
he said. 

Sen. Moynihan said the State 
Department listed the refusal to 
renew a bilateral textile agree- 
ment with Burma as the first 
sanction that would be imposed. 
Of Burma's S22 million in exports 
to the United States in 1990, 
textiles accounted for S9 million. 

Sen. Moyniham said the State 
Department has assured him it 
would continue to urge other 
countries to impose economic 
sanctions. The United States and 
the European Community 
already have an arms embargo on 
Burma. 

The senator, who is a member 
of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, said the U.S. 
Congress would continue to work 
to increase pressure on the Bur- 
mese regime. 

He said there were plans to 
“shame the dictators of Burma 
before the entire world commun- 
ity" at the annual meeting of the 
U.N. General Assembly flu’s fall. 

Western diplomats in Bangkok 
and elsewhere have mentioned 
the possibility of a debate over 
Burma's seat in the United Na- 
tions during the fall session of the 
General Assembly. Economic 
sanctions against Burma may also 

be proposed. 

Probably the leading critic of 
the Burmese military in Washing- 
ton, Sen. Moynihan said Mrs Suu 
Kyi was the "embodiment of the 
struggle of the Burmese people to 
end three dedades of" military 
repression.'’ 


Buthelezi has no plans for alliance with NP 


S. Africa admits funding Inkatha 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Black leader Mangosntbu 
Buthelezi insisted Saturday his 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) had 
no plans to form an alliance with 
the governing National Party 
(NP), a day after the government 
disclosed it funded some Inkatha 


events. 

Dr. Buthelezi opened In- 
katha’s annual conference with a 
10-page speech that did not 
directly mention Friday's embar- 
rassing disclosure and even in- 
cluded mild criticism of the gov- 
ernment. 

The government confirmed 
Friday it helped pay for two 
Inkatha rallies more than IS 
months ago as part of a covert 
campaign to fight international 
sanctions against South Africa. 

African National Congress 
President Nelson Mandela said 
the development put the ANC 
and government on a “collision 
course” and raised the possibility 
of a complete breakdown in their 
relations. 

Also Friday, the pro-ANC 
newspaper New Nation reported 
that special forces of the South 
African military carried out 
attacks on blacks intended to 
destabilise the opposition move- 
ment. 

It quoted a man who claimed to 
have been kidnapped from 
Mozambique and forced to take 
part in such operations for years. 
The military denied the allega- 
tions. 

The ANC has long alleged the 
government and security forces 
have instigated political violence 


and aided Inkatha, its bitter rival 
in a power-struggle that has killed 
more than 6,000 blacks since 
1986. The government has denied 
the accusations. 

In a speech prepared for deliv- 
ery to thousands of Inkatha mem- 
bers attending the group's confer- 
ence in Natal province. Dr. 
Buthelezi said the Zulu-domin- 
ated group wanted to work with 
all political parties and favoured 
none above the others. 

“I state emphatically that the 
IFP and the National Party are 
not talking alliance politics to 
each other,” he said. “We are 
being South Africans together, 
just as the IFP is so earnestly 
working to be South Africans 
together with the PAC and the 
ANC.” 

Inkatha is a conservative group 
long at odds with the ANC and 
the more militant Pan-African 
Congress (PAC). Unlike the 
ANC and the PAC, it never 
supported violence to fight apar- 
theid. It opposed international 
sanctions, favours a free-market 
economy and other policies sup- 
ported by the white-led govern- 
ment. 

Dr. Buthelezi meets regularly 
with government officials and 
there have been hints of a possi- 
ble political alliance between In- 
katha and President F.W. de 
Klerk's National Party against the 
ANC. 

The disclosure of government 
funding for Inkatha events, along 
with the New Nation report, in- 
creased tension between the 
ANC and government at a critical 


time. The ANC last month 
elected a relatively moderate top 
leadership known to favour nego- 
tiations with the government on a 
new constitution ending white- 
minority rule. But it has made 
clear it will not start negotiations 
until it is satisfied the government, 
is doing everything possible to 
end political violence. 

“The ANC and the govern- 
ment clearly are on a collision 
course, and if the government 
continues with these criminal op- 
erations, it is doubtful we can 
avoid a complete breakdown in 
relations,” Mr. Mandela told re- 
porters Friday night. 

The Saturday Star newspaper, 
which is neither radically pro- 
government or pro-ANC, called 
the latest developments “devas- 
tating.” 

“Using taxpayers’ money to 
promote clandestinely a con- 
troversial extra-parliamentary 
political movement clearly linked 
to violence is politically and 
morally indefensible,** it said. 

The ANC reiterated calls for 
the resignations of Mr. Vlok and 
Defence Minister Magnus Mai an. 
who head the police and military. 
The anti-apartheid Democratic 
Party demanded Mr. Vlok and 
Mr. Buthelezi resign. 

“This is an open and shut case 
of political corruption,” said 
Dave Dalling. the white Demo- 
cratic Party's justice spokesman. 

Mr. Vlok said the government 
funded two Inkatha gatherings, in 
November 1989 and in March 
1990, with money earmarked for 
secret campaigns to combat inter- 
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national sanctions against South 
Africa. 

“This funding was under no 
circumstances aimed at promot- 
ing partiality or political activism 
of any particular group.” Mr. 
VJok's statement said. “The 
funds were ...used for the follow- 
ing purposes: Visual anti-sanc- 
tions banners, advertisements, 
transport, hire of stadiums and 
other facilities.” 

De Klerk said the matter 
occurred prior to policy changes 
regarding secret funds and pro- 
jects he announced in March 
1990, a month after he legalised 
the ANC and other opposition 
groups and freed Mr. Mandela 
from prison. 


Yeltsin challenges Communists 
with ban on political parties 


MOSCOW ( R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin challenged 
Communist Party power Satur- 
day by banning organised politic- 
al activity in the state sector of his 
republic, the Soviet Union's big- 
gest. 

The Soviet Communist Party 
maintains political cells in virtual- 
ly all major state enterprises and 
in the armed forces. 

"President Boris Yeltsin has 
signed a decree putting an end to 
the activities of organised struc- 
tures of political parties and mass 
social movements in state organs, 
institutions and organisations in 
the Russian Federation." the 
Russian Information Agency 
(RIA) said. 

RIA said the decree would 
come into effect 14 days after its 
publication. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who left the Com- 
munist Party last year and was 
sworn in this month as Russia's 
first executive president, said in 
his decree political activity would 


no longer be permitted in state 
organs on Russian territory. 

The decree extended to local 
government councils, which are 
often dominated by Communists 
and have been accused in the past 
of blocking radical reform legisla- 
tion approved by republican au- 
thorities. 

It said workers could take part 
in political activity only in non- 
working hours and outside their 
workplace. 

The decree is one of the first 
issued by Mr. Yeltsin since his 
Kremlin inauguration ceremony 
on July 10 and follows pledges he 
made during his election cam- 
paign to rid factories and local 
government offices of Commun- 
ist Party cells. 

it said state workers had to 
respect the laws of the Russian 
Federation, which declared its 
sovereignty last year and has- 
been fighting for greater econo- 
mic and political power. 

The Communist Party has 



Boris Yeltsin 

some 17 million members and 
remains the country's most 
powerful political 'organisation 
but its ranks are split between 
conservatives and liberals. 

The divisions are likely to come 
to a head at a plenary meeting of 
the Central Committee Thursday. 


Moscow, Peking to recognise Cambodia’s SNC 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — The 
Soviet Union and China are 
almost in total agreement on 
Cambodia and will soon recog- 
nise the country's newly-formed 
Supreme National Council 
(SNC). a senior Soviet official 
said Saturday. 

“A year ago there were differ- 
ences. now I think we are about 
the same position,” said Deputy 
Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
after talks between Soviet First 
Deputy Prime Minister Yuri Mas- 
iyukov and Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen. 


Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Thai- 
land. 


Mr. Maslyukov and Mr. Qian 
are attending the annual meeting 
of foreign ministers of the Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN), as guests of 
Malaysia. ASEAN groups 


Asked if Moscow would recog- 
nise the SNC which is headed by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Mr. 
Rogachev said: “Certainly ... I 
hope some time after November 
when they establish their head- 
quarters." 

“The Chinese too ... all coun- 
tries are of the same opinion.” 

The SNC, comprising the 
Phnom Penh government and 
three guerrilla factions, is the key 
to a peace plan which calls for the 
warring parties to lay down arms. 
It allows the United Nations to 
run Cambodia with the SNC rep- 
resenting national sovereignty. 


The Soviet Unioo and China 
backed different factions in Cam- 


bodia's L2-year civil war. Moscow 
supported the pro-Hanoi govern- 
ment under Prime Minister Hun 
Sen while Peking backed the 
radical Khmer Rouge. 

The two countries are trying to 
formalise links with ASEAN, 
which includes some of the 
world's fastest-growing econo- 
mies. They have asked to be 
included as dialogue partners 
along with the United States, 
Japan. Canada. Australia, New 
Zealand, the. European Com- 
munity and South Korea. 

Asked to comment on 
Japanese opposition to including 
Moscow as a dialogue partner. 
Mr. Rogachev said: “I think that 
the realities will push everybody 
to reasonable conclusion. 1 hope 
our relations with Japan will nor- 
malise very soon.” 


3 injured 
in Harare 


hotel bomb 


blast 


HARARE (R) — A bomb ex- 
ploded early Saturday in Zim- 
babwe's top five-star hotel, where 
Commonwealth heads of govern- 
ment will meet for a summit in 
October. 

Three hotel workers were 
slightly injured. 

Minister of State for National 
Security Sydney Sekeramayi said 
in a statement the explosion on 
the ground floor of the 
government-owned Sheraton 
Hotel was caused by a bomb. 

He said it was under investiga- 
tion and would not speculate on 
the reason for the blast. No-one 
has claimed responsibility. 

The blast occurred shortly after 
midnight in a corridor leading 
from the ground-floor lobby to 
the main restaurants of the 17- 
storey hotel, which adjoins Zim- 
babwe’s International Confer- 
ence Centre. 

“There is extensive damage in 
the lobby but none of the rooms 
are damaged,” General Manager 
Robert Barsby said. 

“It caused most damage to the 
three mezzanine floors and con- 
sequently the hotel is temporarily 
closed,”" he said. 

Hotel guests were evacuated to 
other hotels in the city and the 
Sheraton was temporarily closed 
until dean-up operations were 
completed. 

The hotel and the Harare In- 
ternational Conference Centre 
were built by Yugoslav contrac- 
tors for the J986 non-aligned 
summit and will be used for the 
Commonwealth heads of govern- 
ment meeting. 

Mr. Barsby said he could not 
say how the explosion would 
affect the hotel but it had obvious 
security implications for the 
Commonwealth conference. 


Gandhi murder case 
suspect found hanged 


MADRAS, India (Agencies) — 
A key suspect in the assassination 
of former Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi escaped from cus- 
tody and was found hanged from 
a tree on Saturday, a top investi- 
gator said. 

N. Shanmugaxn. who was ques- 
tioned by police in southern 
Tamil Nadu state over Gandhi's 
killing by a woman suicide- 
bomber, escaped from a tourist 
bungalow Friday when a police- 
man escorted him outside to wash 
his hands, the official said. 

Sbanmugam was flown to his 
home village of Kodiyakadu after 
his arrest Wednesday to show 
police hidden stores of explosives 
and field radios, said the official 
with the Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing the assas- 
sination. 

Police earlier said they had 
found more than 100 boxes of 
explosives ahd high frequency 
radios that Shanmugam was 
alleged to have hidden in the 
jungle at Vedaranyam, about 500 
kilometres from the Tamil Nadu 
capital Madras. 

Police had charged Shan- 
mug am with smuggling weapons 
for the Li berati on Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), a Sri Lankan 
guerrilla group. Indian officials 
suspect th e Tig ers killed Gandhi 
but the LTTE has denied the 


accusation. 

Indian authorities have so far 
arrested 14 people — Shanmu- 
gam was the last — m connection 
with the assassination. All are 
Tamils and more than hal f are 
from Sri Lanka, where the LTTE 
is fighting for an independent 
Tamil state. 

Impressed by his behaviour 
and eagerness to help, police 
provided only a small escort when 
Shanmugam was taken to the 
bungalow in Kodiyakadu and did 
not handcuff him. 


Police were not sure if he was 
murdered or committed suicide, 
the SIT official said. 

They said that Shanmugam 
told them that he feared he and 
his relatives might be killed if he 
revealed his links to the LTTE 
and its hideouts in Tamil Nadu, 
where there is strong sympathy 
for the Tamil campaign in Sri 
Lanka. 

Police have launched one of 
the largest manhunts in India for 
a suspected master mind in the 
case, a one-eyed LTTE rebel 
called Sivarasan. believed to be 
hiding out somewhere in India. 

Police said Shanmugam had 
assisted Sivarasan and Thanu, the. 
woman police believe blew up 
Gandhi at an election really near 
Madras on May 21. 

Investigators say the Tigers 
organised Gandhi’s assassination 
because the group feared his re- 
turn to power after a general 
election in May and June. 

In 1987, Gandhi sent troops to 
Sri Lanka to enforce a peace 
agreement he brokered between, 
the Tigers and Colombo. 

The Tigers refused to lay down 
their arms as stipulated in the 
pact and the Indian troops ended 
up fighting them until 1990, when 
the Colombo government insisted 
they Leave. 

Meanwhile police have reco- 
vered from a river the body of a 
Soviet mining expert who was 
kidnapped and killed by separat- 
ist rebels in remote Assam state, 
news reports said Friday. 

Some villagers spotted the 
body of Sergei Gritchenko float- 
ing in the Buridhing River Thurs- 
day, United News of India and 
Press Trust of India said. 

The villagers told the police, 
who then fished out the body, the 
two news agencies said. United 
News had earlier said the discov- 
ery was made by navy divers. 


U.S. files list 3 men in 


photo as dead — Hanoi 


HANOI (R) — U.S. files listed as 
dead two American airmen who 
crashed in Laos during the Viet- 
nam War but were said this week 
to have shown up alive in a 
photograph, the Hanoi govern- 
ment said Saturday. 

The Vietnamese Foreign 
Ministry sent the U.S. govern- 
ment a letter Saturday, a draft of 
which was obtained by Reuters. 

It said that files given to Hanoi 
by Washington listed Air Force 
Major Albro Lundy and Navy 
Lieutenant Larry Stevens as kil- 
led in action. 

But the letter also promised to 
help Washington clear up the 
mystery photograph, which sur- 
faced in the United States this 
week and revived hopes among 
relatives of the men that they 
might still be alive. 

Hanoi said Thursday that Air 
Force Colonel John Robertson, 
identified by relatives in the Un- 
ited States as a third man in the 
photograph, was killed when his 
F4-C crashed in North Vietnam 
in 1966. 

The draft of the letter did not 
say when Washington had given 
the files to Hanoi. The files 
appeared to concern joint inves- 
tigations Vietnam and the United 
States began in 1987 on missing 
American soldiers. 

Vietnam said in the letter it was 
concerned about reports that the 
photograph of the three men, in 
which two held a sign with the 
date 25-5-1990. supposedly 
showed the missing servicemen 
alive. 

“ According to the files given to 
Vietnam by the U.S. side. Albro 
Lynn Lundy and Larry James 
Stevens are those American 


pilots who were shot down in 
Laos in 2966 and 1969, and men- 
tioned in the list of killed,” 
Hanoi's letter said. 

“The news of Robertson being 
alive is groundless,” it said furth- 
er on. 

“Vietnam is ready to cooperate 
with the United States to make 
dear the matters relating to the 
photograph,” the letter said. 

It quoted a Vietnamese gov- 
ernment file on a joint investiga- 
tion with U.S. experts last year 
on Robertson as saying Hanoi 
had determined be was killed and 
his remains mostly destroyed 
when his plane went down Sept. 
16, 1966. 

His co-pilot in that raid on the 
Red River Delta, Hubert Bucha- 
nan, parachuted safely to the 
ground, was captured by the 
Vietnamese and was released la- 
ter to the United States. 

The U.S. Department of De- 
fence said Friday it was also 
concluded Robertson was dead. 
But it has also said it is taking the 
photograph very seriously. 

"Vietnam reiterates mat all 
American prisoners of war cap- 
tured in the Vietnam War were 
returned to the U.S. government 
after the (1973) Paris agreement 
on Vietnam,” Hanoi’s letter said. 

The letter, dated July 19, said 
the United States had placed 
Robertson's name on a priority 
list of servicemen whose fates 
remained unknown when the war 
ended in 1975 and that Hanoi had 
actively cooperated in the search. 

The Pentagon said Friday just 
62 of the 2,273 cases of Amer- 
icans who never returned home 
from the war remained unre- 
solved. 


Memoirs of Japanese general: Pearl Harbour was not meant as surprise 


TOKYO (AP) — While held 
in a Tokyo prison awaiting 
questioning during his World 
War U war crimes trial, Gen. 
Hideki Tojo wrote defiantly 
that Americans' bitterness ab- 
out Japan's “surprise” attack 
on Pearl Harbour was based on 
a tragic misunderstanding. 


violation of international law, 
without following the proper 
protocol. 

But he made no apologies 
for doing what he believed was 
in his nation's interests. 


In his prison writings. 
Japan’s wartime prime minis- 
ter said Tokyo had followed 
international law by declaring 
war before dropping the first 
bomb on the U.S. military base 
in Hawaii. He said the United 
States had misinterpreted a 
statement that Japan meant to 
be a war declaration. 


Gen. Tojo's prison writings 
dating back almost 45 years are 
being published for the first 
time in the current issue of the 
monthly magazine Hose)ci. 
Gen. Tojo was convicted by 
the allies of war crimes and 
executed by hanging in 1948. 

The excerpts show a man 
smarting from the charge that 
Japan had started the war in 


The United States and its 
allies had only themselves to 
blame for the war after pushing 
Japan to the wall with econo- 
mic sanctions. Gen. Tojo 
wrote while incarcerated in 
Sugamo Prison. 

“The economic pressure im- 
posed by the United States, the 
British government and others 
was an inhuman act,” he 
wrote. 

“For Japan, doing nothing 
would have meant the destruc- 
tion of the nation. We had to 
stand up and defend 
ourselves." 


The events sun-ounding the 
attack on Pearl Harbour have 
been a source of historical de- 
bate for five decades, and con- 
tinue to inspire mistrust and 
anger on both sides of the 
Pacific despite the strong ties 


that have developed between 
Japan and the United States. 

According to the official 
U.S. account, Japanese planes 
bombed Pearl Harbour on 
Dec. 7. 1941 before formally 
serving the U.S. government 
with a declaration of war. 

President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt called it “a date 
which will live in infamy" in 
declaring war on Japan. 

In his prison writings. Gen. 
Tojo said that a note handed to 
U.S. Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull in Washington on the day 
of the attack was meant as a 
declaration of war. 

The note said the United 
States had threatened Japan's 
welfare by imposing economic 
sanctions, helping anti- 
Japanese forces in China, and 
cooperating with Britian to cut 

off the supply of raw materials 
from French Indochina. 

"The Foreign Ministry had 
studied whether the note 
would be suitable or not under 
international law. ...I oppose 
the (allies') claims that this 


note is not regarded as a dec- 
laration of the war under the 
Hague Convention,” Gen. 
Tojo wrote. 

The Hague Convention was 
a series of international 
treaties reached between 1899 
and 1907 governing the rules of 
war. 

U.S. historians have said the 
note in question was consi- 
dered by Washington to be 
more of an ultimatum than a 
formal declaration of war. 

In any case, they note that 
Japanese diplomats had been 
instructed to deliver the note 
to Mr. Hull only a half hour 
before the start of the attack 
on Pearl Harbour. In fact, the 
Japanese were delayed and did 
not hand Lhe note to the secret- 
ary of state until about an hour 
after the bombs started Tailing. 

The United States and its 
allies imposed economic sanc- 
tions against Japan following 
the outbreak of the Sino- 
Japanese war in 1937 in an 
effort to block Tokyo's expan- 
sion in Asia. 


The only regret voiced by 
Gen. Tojo in the published 
excerpts of his prison notes was 
that weak civilian control of 
the army by his predecessor as 
prime minister let young, 
lower-ranking officers provoke 
a full-scale conflict with China. 

“The emperor worried about ■ 
this problem. I spent some 
effort to solve this problem 
after I look power, i am sorry I 
couldn't solve it," Gen. Tojo 
wrote. 

The war with China followed 
Japan’s occupation of Man- 
churia several years earlier. 
Gen. Tojo defended Japan's 
rejection of demands that it 
quit Manchuria, saying Tokyo 
had a legitimate right to defend 
its property and interests 
there. 

Gen .Tojo was arrested and 
tried as a war criminal after 
Japan surrendered in Septem- 
ber 1945. 

After an unsuccessful 
. attempt at suicide, he was lock- 
ed up in Omori Prison. There, 
he wrote the equivalent of 40 


pages of notes in the blank 
spaces around Japanese poems 
in a book his wife, Katsuko, 
had given him. 

The other set of notes, 
amounting to 220 pages when 
typed, was written while he 
was in Sugamo Prison, as he 
was preparing to be questioned 
by the Tokyo War Crimes Tri- 
bunal. 

Those notes, written using 
official documents on meetings 
with the emperor and cabinet, 
describe Japanese politics and 
military affairs leading up to 
the war and during the begin- 
ning of his premiership, which 
lasted until 1944. 

Gen. Tojo’s wife donated 
copies of his notes to the 
National Diet Library and the 
military archives but asked that 
they not be made public. 

But Sanaa Sato, a biog- 
rapher, wrote in the Hoseki 
article that she came across the 
notes while writing a biography 
of Gen. Tojo. She did not 
explain how she obtained per- 
mission to publish them. 
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Zhivkov’s daughter 
‘committed suicide’ 


SOFIA (R) — The politically 
powerful daughter of disgraced 
Bulgarian Communist leader 
Todor Zhivkov did not die of 
natural causes as officially re- 
ported but committed suicide, 
her former bodyguard was 
quoted as saying. Lyudmila Zhiv- 
kov , who was in charge of cul- 
ture and also held important 
posts in the Communist Party 
during her father’s 35-year rote, 
was officially said to have died of 
a brain haemorrhage in 1981. But 
Dimiter Mourdjev, her body- 
guard for the last seven years of 
her life, was quoted by the news- 
paper Troud as saying she com- 
mitted suicide by talcing an over- 
dose of sleeping p ills. Mr. 
Mourdjev said that in the last 
months of her life Ms. Zhivkov 
was in a state of deep depression 
caused by political, personal and 
health problems. On July' 20, 
1981 she suddenly .left the 
Borovets Mountain resort where 
she was undergoing treatment for 
an undisclosed medical problem 
and went to the state residence at 
Boyna, near Sofia, where she- 
took the overdose, he said. There 
was speculation after her death 
that she had been killed by poli- 
tical rivals jealous of her powier 
and her hold over her father, who 
was ousted in 1989. 


Pele promotes 1992 
environment summit 


Cameroon police 
free 

'sprinting corpse’ 


Court rules house 
is haunted, 
declares sale off 


*■ 


* 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
World soccer star Pele, whose . 
real name is Edson Arantes dp 
Nascimento, was named goodwill 
ambassador for the 1992 United 
Nations Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development. The re- 
tired Brazilian player told a news 
conference he would travel the 
world to promote the conference, ? 
called Earth Summit, the first of 
its kind convened at the head of 
state or government level. -Hie 
summit, scheduled for Rio De 
Janeiro on June 1-12 next year, 
has extended invitations to 160 
leaders. Organisers said Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
British Prime Minister John Ma* - 
jor ahd Japanese Prime Minister ; 
Toshiki Kaifu bad indicated they , 
would attend. Pele played in four ” 
World Cups, three of which were 
won by his team. He has made 
several films and is the author of 
a number of books. He won the.' 
1978 International Peace Award 
and was named sportsman of the 
century in 1980. 


YAOUNDE, (R) — A Cameroo- 
nian protester dubbed the 
“sprinting corpse" was released 
after police dropped charges -, 
against him of faking death. Abel 
Biyaga ’s lifeless frame was carted 
around the port of Douala by - / 
anti-government marchers who 
accused the police of killing him. 

But when police fired into the air, . 
Biyaga sprang into life and ' 
dashed away with the crowd. He 
was later arrested and faced trial : - 
along with a minor opposition 
leader who had pushed the cart. 
Biyaga claimed that he had been . 
knocked out by tear gas and both- 
men were (reed. Z 


NEW YORK (R) — Let fl 
buyer beware — except in cast 
of ghosts. A New York staf 
court has ruled that a bouse sc! ft 
must inform a-potential purchase 
if the house is haunted or face ft 
prospect of having to return fl 
deposit. The ruling Thursday l 
the Appellate Division of fl 
State Supreme Court also d 
dared that, for legal purpose 
the house in dispute was.haunta 
Wall Street executive Jeffa 
Stambovsky had agreed to buy 
$650,000 Victorian house i 
Nyack, a small community nord 
west of New York City, and he 
put down a $33,000 deposit b 
fore discovering it was-impposd 
ly haunted by kindly ghosts fro 
the Revolutionary War. M 
Stambovsky decided he didu 
want to own a haunted house s* 
asked for his money -back. & 
flie owner, Helen AcBey r 
nised. saying in effect:" “Let fl 
huyer beware.” The court ruU 
mere was no way Mr. Stambov 
ky could have known about 
grosts unless Msr Ackley." to' 
him- She had told the Reatfe 
Digest magazine, which worte i 
the hom* m 1977, and nc^ 
.hours about the ghosts. Said fl 
cohri- quoting the slogan ffo 

the f ! lm , Ghostbustere: “A va 
practical problem arises WitiLr 
spect to the discovery ofparmq 
mal ^oroena — wboYtmgo 



